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PROLOGUE 
 

We are happy to present a selection of good practice examples with the aim 
of increasing basic skills through artistic abilities. All this practices were developed 
within the Erasmus+ project “Through artistic abilities to developed basic skills”. 
Some of them refer to the organisation and realization of the four international 
workshops - learning, teaching, training activities, some others to the planned 
activities which took place during the two years of this project carried out in the 
schools of Gimnazjum im. ks. Jana Twardowskiego w Zespole Szkół in Rozogi, 
Poland, the 1st Primary School of Schimatari Greece, Osnovna šola Toma Brejca 
Slovenia and Osnovna škola Darda Croatia. And finally, some of the good practices 
were presented during the teachers’ International Conference on Pupils’ Competences 
organized by the Slovenian school within the Erasmus+ project.  

 
We are hopeful that this will be a helpful guide for other teachers who would 

like to use art as a means of improving their pupils’ basic abilities. In each one of 
the good practices there are specific cognitive, sentimental, psychomotor aims as 
well as a number of explicit activities which serve the aims and finally all the 
achievements accomplished. 
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TRANSNATIONAL WORKSHOPS - LEARNING, 
TEACHING AND TRAINING ACTIVITIES 

 

1st Transnational Workshop at 1st Primary School of 
Schimatari, Viotia, Greece 
 

Drama and Ancient Greek Theatre Workshops 
with Elements of Music and Art 

 

AUTHOR 
Maria Theodoridou 

 
SUBJECT 
Theatre and Drama 

 
THEME 
The Birds 

 
AIMS 

 To learn about how the theatre of ancient Greece was built, about the 
tragedy and comedy of ancient Greece, and about the music and art of the 
country. 

 To get to know the Greek civilization, traditions and customs by engaging in 
joint preparation of a theatrical performance based on the comedy of the 
ancient comedian - Aristophanes, entitled "Birds" in English and Greek. 

 To work in drama, music - dance and the visual arts groups to prepare and 
publically present a theatre performance. 

 To develop the skills of the 21st century, such as cooperation in and between 
groups, independent decision-making, responsibility in the learning process, 
developing self-confidence in preparing for the public display of the joint 
product of work to the community, local authorities, parents, teachers and 
other pupils. 

 The workshop took place in accordance with the project's Activities Schedule 
as the implementation of the project's main objectives: developing pupils' 
basic skills using multi- and interdisciplinary methods that involve their artistic 
abilities and the natural need for knowledge, interaction and play; 
developing ICT skills; developing pupils' creativity and responsibility through 
being involved in the whole process of planning, organizing and presenting 
their achievements. 

 
ACTIVITIES 

On the first day, November 21st, 2016, teachers and pupils from Poland, 
Slovenia and Croatia met with the Head Teacher of the hosting school and were 
introduced to the Greek teachers. They talked about the aims of the project and 
discussed the process of the workshop. The host school welcomed the guests by 
presenting folk dances and singing traditional songs. All participating guests met 
with the Major of Schimatari at his office, talked about the project and how the 
municipality can and will be involved in it. The Major offered the visitors as well as 
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four representatives from the hosting school a dinner at a nearby restaurant so that 
to taste some local delights and cuisine. Later that day, the visiting partakers 
attended a video presentation that the hosting school pupils had prepared. Then, 
all attendees got to know the play they were going to work on and played 
integration games in the school theatre. After that, all guests visited a Local Athletics 
Centre and spend some time learning traditional Greek dances with the guidance 
of the Athletics teacher, Mrs Eleni Alexaki. 

On the second day, the pupils were introduced to the terms of comedy and 
tragedy by the theatre director Mr Theodorou Dimitris. They watched a 
performance of “The birds” by the National Theatre, directed by Karolos Koun in 
1976. Then all partakers were divided into their groups of art, drama, dance-music 
and started working on some introductory themes. The art club got involved into 
creating cothurnus using reusable materials, and masks which were used in the final 
performance of the play “The birds”. The music - dance club got introduced to some 
basic musical instruments so as to choose which ones they would use for the final 
performance. The drama club started the reading of the play, decided on the part 
of the play they would work on and made the necessary changes. In the afternoon, 
all attendees visited the Archaeological Museum of Thebes, where the guide walked 
them through the exhibits and introduced them to the local archaeological findings. 
The guidance was in both English and Greek. Then, the representatives of Croatian 
school presented their country and taught the others how to tie a cravat. 

On the third day, November 23rd, 2016, each group continued working on 
their part. The art club started creating hats for the birds using different techniques 
and materials. The music - dance club worked on the moves for the chorus and 
played the melodies on simple instruments. The drama club decided on the casting 
of the play. The cooperation of the pupils in clubs was amazing, it proved that it 
was a good idea to choose primary schools together with the lover secondary one. 
The energy, openness and vividness of the Greek pupils led to the unravelling of 
the talents and encouraged the older pupils to play and cooperate together with 
the younger ones to achieve their common goals. In the afternoon, the Slovenian 
pupils presented Slovenia, Kamnik and their school to the others. They presented the 
national symbols, traditional food, the most interesting places, they danced a 
children's folk dance and offered potica. The audience was introduced to their 
culture, traditions and found common ground in music. While all this was going on, 
a small group of Greek pupils was preparing a questionnaire for the pupils, the 
parents and the teachers involved in the project, with the guidance of English teacher 
Ms Danai Soulioti and the Greek school’s coordinator, Ms Maria Theodoridou. 

The work in three clubs continued on the next day, with great energy, 
commitment, and cooperation. Mr Theodorou gave instructions to the pupils 
regarding their acting and the teachers helped them learn their parts. The art club 
went on preparing the costumes for each character of the play based on the 
drawings and ideas the attendees had prepared beforehand. The music and dance 
clubs kept on working on their moves, the music and the words of the chorus. Later, 
there was a trip to the nearby city of Chalkida. The participants visited the Castle 
of Karambamba which was built by the Turkish around 1680. They learnt about the 
history of the place and its current use, enjoyed the wonderful view of the Eboian 
Bay, then walked down to the Chalkida seaside, crossed the historic bridge of 
Evripus and learned its history. They also visited the famous “Red House”, saw the 
unique “Likion Ellinidon” building and bought some souvenirs. 

On the fifth day, there was an educational trip to Acropolis, where the 
workshop attendees visited the Parthenon, the Erechtheion and other buildings 
around the magnificent building of Parthenon. Each group - English and Greek - had 
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their own guide and after the Parthenon, they saw the Theatre of Dionysus - 
Eleuthereus, then visited the Acropolis Museum and admired the exquisite exhibits. 
Then each group attended a workshop about the ancient Greek sculptures and their 
colouring called “Sculptures and colour”. The pupils became little archaeologists and 
were introduced to the secrets of the ancient art of sculpting. Then, they admired 
the Olympian Zeus Columns. After the trip, the visitors went for the dinner, offered 
by the Mayor of Schimatari to a local restaurant, where they tried almost all of the 
traditional seafood served there: grilled octopus, prawns, mussels and calamari. 
Some of the pupils and teachers had never tried the dishes before. The dinner was 
a generous offer from the Mayor and his family. 

The morning of the sixth day, November 26th, 2016, the guest teachers and 
pupils spent visiting the archaeological site of Tanagra, thanks to the Municipality 
Office of Schimatari, with the company of the host school’s Head Teacher and the 
Vice Mayor. They were informed that a Slovenian Archaeologist took part in the 
excavations. After hearing that, the Slovenian Team decided to invite him to their 
school for a lecture about the findings and the procedures of the excavations. Later, 
there was the final rehearsal. Each group finished their part of work and then the 
pupils and teachers collaborated in order to combine everything together. It was a 
magic moment when all the costumes the art club had designed, dressed the 
characters of the play, decorated the stage, and the pupils of the dance - music 
club added their music, singing and dancing as the chorus of the play. In the 
afternoon, the foreign pupils spent some time with the Greek families and acquired 
the customs at their homes. For the teachers from Poland, Slovenia, Croatia and 
some Greek teachers, the Greek Coordinator offered a traditional dinner at her 
house to let them try some original Greek tastes like giouvetsi lamb, frikase, 
tiganopsomo and Greek Wine. It was a wonderful evening which brought all guests 
and hosts closer. 

The seventh day started with a dress rehearsal before the final public 
performance. Then, at eleven o’clock, the school community, together with the 
parents and the Municipal Office representatives, gathered in the school theatre to 
take part in the international presentation of the play “The Birds” by Aristophanes. 
The whole performance was recorded by a professional photographer and a 
cameraman, and was distributed to the partner schools on DVDs. The audience was 
amazed by how it all worked out. In only a few days, pupils and teachers from four 
different countries produced an excellent performance, giving their own ideas and 
cooperating together in harmony in the clubs with the guidance of the Director Mr 
Theodorou Dimitris. A creative solution was used, given by a pupil, to show the text 
of the play on a whiteboard, so the pupils could be helped as the actors did in the 
ancient Greek theatre with the instigator 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5kRawPDKRBE&t=2s. After the performance, 
there was a presentation of the Polish representatives about their country. They 
presented an animated history about Poland, danced their regional dance, showed 
the Capital Cities, famous people, the region, famous food and music. Later in the 
afternoon the guests and the hosting school staff went to a Greek music taverna, 
where they tasted typically grilled Greek food, listened to Greek folk songs and 
they danced zeibekiko, syrtaki and kalamatiano. It was a great evening which 
introduced the foreigners to one of the Greek ways of entertainment. 

On the last day, the visitors watched a presentation of the Greek school, learnt 
about the culture, traditions, saw films about the dances and legends. Then the whole 
school departed to the Schimatari Indoor Sports Centre, where there was a 
ceremony of giving the certificates to the participants. After that, there was a 
performance of the pupils of the First Primary School of Schimatari roleplaying the 
Greek Wedding. Then, the foreign attendees were amazed by the beautiful Greek 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5kRawPDKRBE&t=2s


d
d 

 

9 
 This work is available under the Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International license.  

 
The project is financed by the European Union within the 

ERASMUS+ Programme, Action KA2 – cooperation of schools. 

dances performed by the members of the local culture centres: “Georgios 
Schimataris Dance Association”, “The Dance Association of Petrilioton” and 
“Terpsichore Dance Association”. Then, all foreigners were invited for lunch cooked 
by the Vice Mayor’s wife, which was a generous gesture.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g2AohwjkfLI&t=705s  
 

ACHIEVEMENTS 

 84 people were directly involved in the workshop activities. There were: 16 
pupils and 7 teachers from abroad: 6 pupils, 2 teachers from Poland; 6 pupils, 
2 teachers from Slovenia and 6 pupils 3 teachers from Croatia, 51 pupils and 
7 teachers from the hosting school and 1 guest instructor - an actor and 
director from a local theatre. 

 All attendees learnt how the ancient Greek theatre was built - visited the 
Theatre of Dionysus, the legendary Odeon Herodion in Acropolis. Learnt 
about the Greek culture and heritage in the visited museums in Thebes and 
Acropolis, Tanagra Excavations, Chalkida castle and the “Crazy Water”. They 
learnt the differences and similarities between the ancient Greek tragedy and 
comedy by acting one of the ancient comedies - “The Birds”, adapted to the 
school life. 

 The participants learnt about the Greek civilisation, traditions, customs, 
regional dances through the involvement in the planned activities. 

 Pupils from the four partner schools worked and cooperated together in the 
drama, art, music and dance clubs on the same play, to produce one public 
performance, with the help of all the engaged teachers, and they succeeded. 

 It could be seen how the attendees gained their self-confidence while working 
together during the activities, developed their cooperation and communication 
skills using not only English but also teaching themselves some words and 
sentences in their own languages, and thus both pupils and teachers 
developed their language skills. 

 Basic skills were also developed in reading, writing - the reading, practice 
and changes in the play, maths - measuring the stage, calculating while 
producing the costumes, etc. 

 ICT skills were expanded by preparing the schools and countries’ 
presentations while using PowerPoint, Movie Maker, YouTube, making own 
films with the phone cameras, taking pictures, Google Documents and Google 
Photos - for sharing. 

 The pupils became more responsible, more open and confident while working 
the presentation of their final product and presenting it to the authorities, 
school community and parents. 

 The stage performance of “The Birds”, presented by the lower secondary 
pupils together with the primary school ones, proved that it does not matter 
how old the pupils are to achieve a common goal and make something 
magnificent together. Moreover, the energy, openness and vividness of the 
Greek pupils led to the unravelling of talents and encouraged the older ones 
to play and cooperate together. 

 The attendees made new friends, exchanged emails and made friends on 
Facebook, Messenger. The hosting parents made friends with the pupils’ 
parents. 

 The hosting parents were really kind, hospitable and generous, treated the 
foreign pupils as their own children, and were very proud to have them at 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g2AohwjkfLI&t=705s
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their homes. They stated that their own children became better thanks to the 
guests. 

 The local authorities engaged themselves in the workshop activities offering 
their help, meals, a bus for the teachers to come to the school each day. 

 The local restaurants, bars and cafes also offered breakfast, lunch and 
discount for the other meals. One of the local pasta producers offered the 
participants a souvenir pasta with the labels dedicated to the workshop. 

 The culture centres organized a different regions dances show for the foreign 
visitors. 

 It could be stated that all Schimatari community was deeply involved in the 
workshop’s activities in the 1st Primary School of Schimatari. 

 The representatives of the partaking schools got also fully involved in the 
workshop programme. 
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2nd Transnational Workshop at Osnovna škola 
Darda, Croatia 
 

Croatian Art – Straw Sculpture, Drama 
and Different Nations Dance Workshops 

 

AUTHOR 
Nataša Mesić Muharemi 

 
SUBJECT 
Art, Theatre and Drama 

 
THEME 
Stribor's Forest 

 
AIMS  
 to participate in different nations’ dance workshop - dances of the pupils from 

the Croatian school; 

 to prepare a short Croatian play "Stribor's Forest" by Ivana Brlić Mažuranić 
in English;  

 to make straw sculptures - each pupil will make a small sculpture of straw, 
then, to build a sculpture of straw which is a few meters high. 

 to explore Croatian regional culture and traditions cultivated in the area; 

 to visit the “Kopacki rit” - Nature Park; 

 to get to know Karanac (an ethnic village near Darda) and its "Street of 
forgotten time". This can help pupils get acquainted with the past of the 
Baranya people (whose dances they are taught); 

 to present all the work done during the workshop publicly: the “Stribor’s 
Forest” play, the dances and sculptures - to organize an exhibition of the 
straw sculptures; 

 to taste the traditional Croatian dishes prepared by the pupils' parents; 

 to motivate pupils of different origins and facing educational, economic and 
social impediments, to learn national and foreign languages; 

 to promote sharing of school experiences in methods, innovations and good 
practices in order to improve pupils’ basic skills; 

 to develop pupils and teachers’ language and communicative skills as well as 
maths and ICT competences; 

 to develop pupils’ creativity and responsibility through their commitment in the 
whole process of planning, organizing and presenting their achievements 
during the workshop; 

 to promote pupils’ creativity and co-operational skills as well as responsibility, 
locally and internationally. 

   
ACTIVITIES 

During the first day of the workshops at the Primary School in Darda, 
participants took part in a presentation of multiple dances coming from different 
cultures, performed by the pupils of the Primary School in Darda, then they got to 
know the school and its functioning. They got acquainted with the historical places in 
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Darda, such as the lake, the Turkish castle and the remains of Suleiman Bridge - 
almost eight-kilometre long bridge over the Drava River connecting Darda with 
Osijek, which was built by Turks in the 16th century. The attendees learned about 
the history of the town of Darda and about horse riding - some even practised it. 
Later that day, they watched an animated film of "Stribor’s Forest" - as an 
inspiration to work on the play they were supposed to perform. Then, they were all 
divided into drama, art, musical and dance groups and assigned to their work and 
tasks in the clubs - preparation for the work on the "Stribor’s Forest" performance 
started. 

On the second day, foreign as well as Croatian pupils visited the Fortress in 
Osijek: http://www.aoot.hr/gallery, one of Croatia's most valued old towns. They 
played games and solved educational riddles related to the place. By this, they 
were improving language skills and historical knowledge. There was also a visit the 
Archaeological Museum and the Museum of Slavonia, the Upper Town of Osijek, 
and the Church of St. Peter and Paul, to learn about the differences and similarities 
in the cultures of the four participating schools from Poland, Slovenia, Greece and 
Croatia. In the afternoon of the second day, the participants worked in the clubs, 
practiced the dance, prepared props for the performance, mastered the 
roleplaying in the drama club - read the play's text. There was also a presentation 
of the Polish school, town and country. A show of regional dances - from the Kurpie 
region, prepared and presented by the representatives from the Polish school. 

The next day was devoted to getting to know the region of Baranja. It was 
an educational trip to Kopacki Rit: http://pp-kopacki-rit.hr/index-en.html - 
Wetland Nature Park, then to Batina - the place where a Great Battle of the Second 
World War took place on the border with Serbia and Hungary on the Danube 
River. On the way, the participants visited the "Streets of Forgotten Time"- Karanac 
Open-Air Museum, and learnt about the culture of the people of Baranja. A very 
interesting attraction of the educational trip was the visit to the Belje Winery, the 
largest company in Osijek and Darda area. Pupils learnt about the professions in 
this enterprise, the process of wine production and tillage. The pupils could see some 
job opportunities as a preparation for their future professional career. 

On the fourth day, there was a sculpture workshop with Mr Nikola Faller, a 
sculptor from Osijek. The attendees learnt how to make straw sculptures. They 
started with making simple shapes like straw hearts, straw first letters of their names. 
During this activity, there was a live interview on Croatian national television HRT: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rwl0UHXi5kE&feature=youtu.be devoted to 
the project and this particular workshop. There was also a presentation of the 
Slovenian school, the city and the country. The partakers learnt some Slovenian 
dances and games, and tasted a traditional Slovenian cake - "Potica". 

 On the next day, all the participants worked on a straw sculpture that was 
several meters high under the direction of Mr Nikola Faller. They also worked in the 
clubs improving the Croatian dance steps, preparing props for the play 
performance, practicing roles, writing short comments. 

The Greek school representatives showed the others their town and the 
country. They danced Zorba dance and other dances. 

On the presentation day, there was a dress rehearsal with costumes. There 
was also the exhibition of sculptures made by the participants during the workshop. 
The head teachers of the partner schools had a conference on the importance of EU 
projects and their impact on the participating schools. After that, there was a public 
presentation of the play "Stribor’s Forest" - in English, by all the pupils from 4 
countries from Poland, Greece, Slovenia and Croatia, for parents and members of 
the local community. It was the final product of the five-day workshop. At the end 
of the day, all attendees took part in a sweet, tasty lunch with dishes and cakes that 

http://www.aoot.hr/gallery
http://pp-kopacki-rit.hr/index-en.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rwl0UHXi5kE&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rwl0UHXi5kE&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rwl0UHXi5kE&feature=youtu.be
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were cooked by the Croatian parents. This way, they could taste the traditional 
Croatian flavours. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qDWngwiskAQ&t=41s. 

 
ACHIEVEMENTS 

 53 pupils and 16 teachers participated in the workshop and benefited from 
it: 8 pupils, 3 teachers from the Polish school; 8 pupils, 2 teachers from the 
Slovenian school; 6 pupils, 3 teachers from the Greek school and 31 pupils 
and 8 teachers from the hosting school in Darda. 

 All estimated activities were realized as planned in the schedule of the 
workshop. 

 8 teachers from abroad and 8 teachers from the hosting school cooperated 
together and with the sculptor Nicola Faller to achieve the final products. 

 22 pupils from abroad and 31 pupils from the hosting school worked together 
in clubs and between clubs on their final products and by this they developed 
their cooperative and communicative skills. 

 All participating teachers and pupils developed and broaden their language 
skills in English and also learnt a few words and sentences in the other schools’ 
languages, using the five language dictionary, which was created for the 
project by the teachers engaged in it. 

 All pupils (including those with different impediments) were motivated to learn 
foreign and national languages. 

 The participants explored Croatian culture and learnt about the history of the 
area of Darda and Osijek visiting: the Fortress in Osijek, the Archaeological 
Museum and the Museum of Slavonia. They walked to the Upper Town of 
Osijek and visited St. Peter and Paul church, played games and solved tasks 
there. They also visited the Street of forgotten time in Karanac - an open-air 
museum village. They learnt about the wars by a visit to Batina, where there 
is a monument from the World War II, as a mass grave from a tragic battle 
that took place there. And, on the way to the airport, they learnt about the 
Vukovar tragedy from the 1990s war in Yugoslavia, going through the city. 

 The pupils improved their communicative skills by chatting with each other and 
they made friends with peers from four different countries. 

 They prepared and performed publically the Croatian play “The Stribor’s 
forest”. Working in 3 groups (drama, dance and art), they managed with the 
cooperation to perform an amazing result. 

 The participants developed their maths and organizational skills by learning 
how to make small straw sculptures first and then by making a large one 
together, which has been displayed in front of the school. 

 All participating pupils evolved their basic skills by partaking in all planned 
activities: in drama club - reading and learning the roles, and in the other 
clubs - listening and reading the instructions and fulfilling their tasks. 

 Pupils and teachers improved their creativity, cooperation skills and 
responsibility. 

 Their creativity, responsibility and cooperation skills were promoted during 
the presentation day of the workshop products. 

 The representatives of the participating schools shared the customs of their 
countries with the others. 

 Teachers shared their experiences, good practices, innovations by 
cooperating together in the clubs and helping each other to prepare the final 
products. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qDWngwiskAQ&t=41s
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 The pupils and teachers experienced and learnt new ways of making 
decorations and costumes for a play, new dances from other countries and 
approaches to roleplaying. 

 The pupils and teachers developed their ICT skills by preparing their school 
presentations as well as sharing their work and pictures using Google Docs 
and Photos. 

 The parents of the hosting school were deeply engaged in the workshop 
activities, preparing sandwiches for the pupils for the whole day’s work and 
baking cakes for the presentation day. Thanks to that the foreign participants 
tasted the local cuisine. They also participated in the presentation day during 
the play and sculpture exhibition as well as during three schools’ principals 
conference on the EU projects and their impact on the participating schools. 

 The local authorities took part in the organization of the workshop by helping 
financially and organizing a meeting with the participants from abroad at the 
Municipality Office. 

 The hosting school teachers and staff were very helpful, the kitchen staff 
cooked lunches and prepared second breakfast for the guests. 

 A very good cooperation between the teachers of the hosting school, together 
with the guests, proved itself by the wonderful final products. 

 The head teachers of the three schools (Croatia, Poland and Greece) gave 
their views on the importance of EU projects, the good side of the projects, as 
well as the problems they encounter during their implementation. 

 The workshop and the project were disseminated by a live interview in the 
national Croatian radio and TV.  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rwl0UHXi5kE&feature=youtu.be  

 
 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rwl0UHXi5kE&feature=youtu.be
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3rd Transnational Workshop at Osnovna šola Toma 
Brejca Kamnik, Slovenia 
 

Local Art in the Open Air, Folk Dance 
and Maths Drama Workshops 

 

AUTHOR 
Mojca Janžekovič 

 
SUBJECT 
Art, Theatre and Drama 

 
THEME 
Escape School 

  
AIMS 

 Maths is such a drama, but could it be fun as well? Maths-themed 
improvisational theatre, making a maths-based “activity” -  game; searching 
for mathematical goals in a play and acting them out. 

 to learn the songs in Slovenian and English, follow simple choreography, and 
develop hand and leg movement coordination; 

 to develop orientation in a limited space and a sense of contentment at 
mastering body expression through movement; 

 to present all the work done during the workshop publicly; 

 to motivate pupils of different origins and facing educational, economic and 
social impediments, to learn national and foreign languages; 

 to promote sharing of school experiences in methods, innovations and good 
practices in order to improve pupils’ basic skills on Teachers’ International 
Conference; 

 to develop pupils and teachers’ language and communicative skills as well as 
maths and ICT competences; 

 to develop and promote pupils’ creativity and responsibility through their 
commitment in the whole process of planning, organizing and presenting their 
achievements during the workshop; 

 to explore Slovenian regional culture and traditions cultivated in the area; 

 to visit Velika Planina - landscapes - culture and heritage area of the region 
of Kamnik and the Capital City - Ljubljana: 

 to taste the traditional Slovenian dishes. 
 

ACTIVITES 
The international workshop in Slovenia was attended by 73 pupils, aged 11-

15 and 31 teachers from four partner schools: Poland, Croatia, Greece and 
Slovenia. The workshop activities took place in three clubs: art, drama and music. 
The theatre club mainly worked with the method of drama, theatrical improvisation 
and created advertisements for the performance. The art club prepared decorations 
for mathematical improvisation using various plastic and technical techniques, such 
as painting on a large format, drawing with chalk on fabric - preparing a 
mathematical game "Sudoku" with the size of a classroom surface, sewing costumes 
for artists, and other things. In the music club, the participants learned songs in 
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English, Slovenian and Polish, which accompanied the improvisation on the day of 
the presentation. They learned to work with the method of singing used in musicals. 
The music club prepared a short movement choreography containing mathematical 
tasks. During the five days of the workshop, the attendees learned an unusual 
method of mathematical theatrical improvisation “Escape School”, in which whole 
families of the Slovenian pupils took part as well. The children were the organizers 
of the tasks and activities that the adults had to perform according to the instructions 
they had previously received. This drama took place simultaneously in 10 classrooms 
and the library. The parents, teachers and invited guests were divided into 10 
groups. They moved from classroom to classroom to complete the next stage of a 
series of tasks and earn points for their group. Everything took place on the basis 
of a competition. The winners were all those who did all the work. The group with 
the highest scores received a thunderous applause from the whole gathered 
audience. 

On the first day, the attendees were welcomed by the hosts with a school 
theatrical performance. They met with the Vice-Mayor of Kamnik, got to know the 
magnificent school with its state-of-the-art equipment and impressive surroundings. 
The visiting pupils also attended some of the lessons during the day. There were 
great integration games led by one of the Slovenian PE teachers. Then all 
participants were divided into three clubs of drama, art and music and started 
working on their tasks. In the afternoon there was a tour around Kamnik to see the 
Old Town with the Mali grad Castle. 

All participants of the workshop had the opportunity to take part in activities 
conducted by local artists on the fourth day, such as: 

 decorating clay products with a technique of painting on clay plates, with 
a special paint used in artistic decoration, 

 painting on T-shirts - a technique of printing on the material using special 
dyes and methods of drying and fixing the paint with an iron. 

 During the workshops the participants had some interesting educational 
excursions: 

 A visit to Ljubljana on the second day - a tour of the castle, the Old Town 
and of the school museum, where the workshop attendees took part in a 
nineteenth-century lesson. The pupils and teachers had the opportunity to 
experience the old Slovenian methods of teaching, treating pupils, 
applying rewards and punishments. In the afternoon work in the clubs 
continued with practising the songs, making the props for the play, 
practising the acting in the play. The Croatian representatives presented 
their school, town and country to the others. 

 A trip to Velika Planina - on the third day of the workshop, a visit to the 
shepherds’ cottages, admiring the breath-taking autumn views of the 
Kamnik Alps. Taking photos of the mountain landscapes, learning how to 
take good photos in the open air, using smartphones as well as 
professional cameras - Photography Art. The afternoon was devoted to 
the work in clubs. Then the Polish attendees presented their school, town, 
country and cuisine to the gathered audience. 

On the fifth day, there was a Kamnik integration game "treasure hunting". It 
was a way of visiting the most interesting places in the city, but also learning 
responsibility for yourself and a group consisting of 4 participants, each from a 
different country, while performing assigned tasks on their own (using mathematical 
skills to read tasks). Each participant in the group had one task in their own national 
language and had to pass it on in English to the other members of their group. The 
interesting thing was that the groups were moving around in different places of 
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Kamnik unattended by any of the adults but under a constant supervision of the city 
surveillance system. Later that day, the clubs finalised their work for the 
performance day - a dress rehearsal and the Greek representatives presented their 
school, customs, dances and country to the others. In the evening, all partakers 
gathered in Katzenberg Old Powder Factory, were they took part in a 
mathematical game to find a bonfire with a map and some clues. 

During the workshop, there was a ceremony of awarding the winners of the 
International Art Competition "My own Town/Country" which was organised as part 
of the Erasmus+ project by the Slovenian school, and the most beautiful works were 
presented at the school corridors as a pupils’ art exhibition. A total of 300 works 
were submitted from 8 different countries to the contest. The competition was open 
to pupils who were not directly involved in the project activities, as well as pupils 
from befriended schools in other European countries. 

As part of the project, an eight-hour International Teachers' Conference was 
held on the fifth day, which was preceded by a wonderful musical performance 
Kresniček. The conference was an exchange of good practices on the topic of 
Developing pupils' competences, during which demonstration lessons were also held 
with pupils from Polish, Croatian Slovenian and Greek schools. 

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M-WN6JfGvHc, 

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6Km9CS8znXU.   
  

ACHIEVEMENTS 

 73 pupils and 31 teachers participated in the workshop and benefited from 
it, i.e. 10 pupils, 4 teachers from the Polish school; 8 pupils, 3 teachers from 
the Croatian school; 8 pupils, 3 teachers from the Greek school, 10 pupils, 3 
teachers from 2 neighbouring special needs schools and 37 pupils and 21 
teachers from the hosting school in Kamnik, Slovenia. 

 27 teachers from different schools (18 Slovenian, 4 Greek, 2 Polish, 3 
Croatian) took part and contributed to the International Conference on Pupil 
Competences, for which a special webpage has been created: 

o http://icc.splet.arnes.si/  
o https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=352&v=6Km9CS

8znXU   

 10 teachers from abroad and 21 teachers from the hosting school, with the 
leadership of the cultural animator, cooperated together to achieve the final 
products: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M-WN6JfGvHc. 

 26 pupils from abroad and 47 pupils from Kamnik worked together in clubs 
and between clubs on their final products and by this they developed their 
cooperative and communicative skills also by chatting with each other. 

 They made friends with peers from four different countries. 

 All schools took part in the International Art Competition “My home, My Town”. 
The works were exhibited during the workshop. 

 All participating teachers and pupils developed and broaden their language 
skills in English, some German and also learnt a few words and sentences in 
the other schools’ languages, using the five language dictionary. 

 All pupils (including those with different impediments and guest pupils with 
disabilities) were motivated to learn from each other as well as foreign and 
national languages. 

 Pupils and teachers explored Slovenian culture and learnt about the history 
of the area of Kamnik, visiting: the most important places in Kamnik, the Old 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M-WN6JfGvHc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6Km9CS8znXU
http://icc.splet.arnes.si/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=352&v=6Km9CS8znXU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=352&v=6Km9CS8znXU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M-WN6JfGvHc
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Town with the Mali grad Castle and the castle and museum in Ljubljana, the 
school museum, where they took part in a 19th century lesson. 

 They prepared and performed publically the “Escape School” play. Working 
in 3 groups (drama, music and art). They developed their maths and 
organizational skills by taking part in this improvisation. 

 All participating pupils evolved their basic skills by partaking in the planned 
activities in an unusually creative way. 

 Pupils and teachers improved and promoted their creativity, co operational 
skills and responsibility. 

 The representatives of the four participating schools shared the customs of 
their countries with the others. 

 Teachers shared their experiences, good practices, innovations by 
cooperating together in the clubs and helping each other to produce the final 
products, and by partaking in the Teachers’ International conference on Pupil 
Competences. 

 The participants developed their ICT skills by making their school Movie Maker 
and PowerPoint presentations as well as sharing their work and pictures using 
Google Docs, Photos, Facebook and YouTube. 

 The parents of the hosting school were deeply engaged in the workshop 
activities, even the presentation day, as they took part in the “Escape school” 
drama, also by cooking meals for their guests and baking cakes, so that the 
foreign participants tasted the local cuisine and by showing the guests their 
customs and traditions. 

 The local authorities met with the participants from abroad at the school and 
participated in the main event of it. 

 The local Tourist Information Centre helped with the tours and gave ideas of 
the most interesting sights to see. They also organised and gave the souvenirs 
for the guests. 

 The hosting school teachers and staff were very helpful, the kitchen staff 
cooked lunches, second breakfasts and snacks for the guests. 

 A very good cooperation between the teachers of the hosting school, together 
with the guests, proved itself by the wonderful final products. 
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4th Transnational Workshop at Gimnazjum im. ks. 
Jana Twardowskiego w Zespole Szkół w Rozogach 
 

Local Folk Art, Stand up Drama, Craftwork, 
Singing and Dance Workshops 

 

AUTHOR 
Anita Dąbrowska 

 
SUBJECT 
Art, drama, singing and dancing 
 
THEME 
In the Kurpian Chamber 

 
 

AIMS 

 to get to know other cultures, schools, traditions and customs; 

 to prepare and present the Kurpian performance - Stand Up Drama - "In the 
Kurpian Chamber", by Jan Kania, in English; 

 to get to know and learn the folk Kurpian dances with professional 
choreography accompanied by the folk musician; 

 to give the opportunity to benefit from the experience of our foreign partners' 
schools, to implement what is interesting and innovative; 

 to make products of Kurpian art: dough sculptures, paper flowers and paper 
cut-outs; 

 to create bonds of friendship among young people and their families, 
teachers and animators; 

 to integrate young people, and to overcome social and language barriers; 

 to motivate pupils from different countries and with different educational, 
economic and social difficulties to learn national and foreign languages;  

 to promote sharing of school experience in methods, innovation and good 
practice in order to improve pupils' basic skills through the arts, dance and 
theatre; 

 to develop pupils' and teachers' foreign language, communication, 
mathematical and ICT skills; 

 to develop and promote pupils' creativity and responsibility through their 
involvement in the whole process of planning, organizing and presenting their 
achievements during the workshops; 

 to experience Polish, Kurpian regional culture and traditions cultivated in the 
region; 

 to learn about and visit the most interesting places in Warsaw: the Warsaw 
Uprising Museum, the Old Town - getting to know the culture and heritage of 
Poland; 

 to visit Olsztyn, the Museum of Warmia and Masuria, the castle of the Warmia 
Cathedral Chapter; 

 to taste traditional Polish and Kurpian dishes; 
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 to create an opportunity for cooperation between the Municipality Culture 
Centre in Rozogi and the “Cultural Association Terpsichore” of Schimatari, 
Greece. 

 
ACTIVITIES 

The preparation and organisation of such an undertaking as international 
workshops is a long-term process, requiring the involvement of many people and 
time, which already started at the stage of applying for the funding from the 
Erasmus+ programme two years earlier. At that time, what was going to be the 
subject of it was defined and a framework plan was established for it.  

Proper preparations for the workshop "Local folk art, stand up drama, 
craftwork, singing and dance workshop" at Gimnazjum im. ks. Jana Twardowskiego 
in Rozogi started in August 2017, when an agreement was signed with Mr Jan Kania 
to use his work in our project and to translate it into English. It was then that the 
project coordinator and English teacher translated the play "In the Kurpian 
Chamber" from the folk dialect into English, which was a real challenge. 

At the beginning of the 2017/2018 school year, a Polish teacher together 
with her pupils continued to work on the preparation of the school show of this play 
as one of the main stages in the preparation for the workshop during the 
extracurricular classes - "Back to the roots". Pupils of the Polish school experienced 
the live Kurpian dialect playing their roles in the scene and then trying to play them 
in English in an international team, because after the translation of the text - pupils 
from all partner schools could familiarize themselves with it and choose their roles 
before they came to the workshops in Rozogi, and thus learn the reality of the life 
in a Kurpian village in the past.  

It was also necessary to find and employ local folk artists and animators to 
lead the art, drama and dance workshops in English, which was another challenge. 

The international workshop was attended by pupils and teachers of schools 
from Slovenia, Croatia, Greece and Gimnazjum im. ks. Jan Twardowskiego in 
Rozogi and primary school teachers from Rozogi and Dąbrowy. The School Head 
teacher, parents of the pupils, service staff and local entrepreneurs were involved 
in the organization of the workshop. The whole project activity was supervised and 
monitored by the international coordinator. 

On the first day, 19th March 2018, everyone met in the gym, where the guests 
from abroad and all other participants of the international workshop were greeted. 
The international workshop provided an excellent opportunity to improve the English 
language skills in a variety of situations. Pupils from the Polish school greeted the 
guests with their dance and music repertoire. They danced “Polonez” and explained 
the importance of this dance in the country. A group of pupils from the Klon 
department of the Polish school presented a dance titled "Old Lady" in Kurpian 
costumes. Pupils from Rozogi performed a Latin American dance “Cha-Cha”. Then 
the attendees of the workshop worked in 3 groups under the direction of dance and 
drama animators, and folk artists. The dance group was led by an animator and 
expert in the Kurpian dances. The dance classes were accompanied by a folk 
musician, who is famous for his excellent playing on a pedal accordion. Pupils 
interested in drama worked with a drama animator, who conducted a series of 
integration games in English. All the pupils took part in the activities. This year's 
winner of "Kurpik" - a prize for outstanding achievements in the Kurpie region, took 
on the task of teaching the partakers how to make the crepe paper flowers. Also 
this year's winner of "Kurpik" who specializes mainly in the Kurpian cut-outs led the 
art workshop in another group. Great Kurpian cut-outs were created under his skilful 
hand during the classes. Pupils from abroad, as well as the Polish middle school 
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pupils, had the opportunity to learn about the folk art products characteristic for the 
Kurpie region. The perfect solution was to change groups, as this allowed each 
participant to get to know the dances, take part in drama classes, make flowers out 
of crepe paper and try to cut out paper cut-outs. Then the pupils were divided into 
permanent groups according to the following clubs: dance, drama and art. All were 
assigned roles and tasks. At the end of the first day of the workshop, all attendees 
watched a presentation of the Slovenian school showed by pupils and teachers from 
Slovenia. All could learn some interesting things about Kamnik and Ljubljana. After 
that, visitors from abroad spent their free time with the Polish families. Parents tried 
to make the most of their time attractive and provide them with various additional 
diversions and get to know each other better. 

On the second day, work at the clubs continued: Kurpie dances and games 
were practiced, paper flowers and cut-outs were made, props and decorations 
were prepared for the show, acting was practiced - work on the performance "In 
the Kurpian Chamber". On that day, the partakers learned how to decorate 
polystyrene Easter eggs. The representatives from Croatia presented their school, 
city, country and cultural heritage to everyone. Everyone had the opportunity to 
learn a technique of gold decoration and letters of the Old-Croatian alphabet. 

The following day, visitors from abroad and representatives of the middle 
school in Rozogi visited Olsztyn and its most interesting places, such as the Museum 
of Warmia and Masuria in the Castle, the Old Town. They watched the Universe in 
the Planetarium and visited Kortowo – Warmia and Masuria University Campus.  

The next day, the participants of the workshop explored the most interesting 
places in Warsaw. They visited the Museum of the Warsaw Uprising of 1944 and 
the Old Town. Thanks to these trips, guests from abroad could learn about the 
history, culture of the country and understand the Polish heritage. 

Since the workshop was devoted to the culture and traditions of the Kurpie 
region, there was also a crafts workshop in Kadzidło. The attendees learned how 
to make sculptures of dough called "BYŚKI" and tried traditional, homemade yeast 
cake, playing and roasting sausages by the bonfire. In the afternoon of the fifth 
day, work continued in the clubs, songs and dances were practiced, the performance 
was being prepared and an art and stage exhibition was held. Participants from 
Greece presented their school, the city of Schimatari, the country and traditions, 
especially related to dancing, the pupils presented several of them.  

On the sixth day of the workshop in Rozogi, a performance entitled "In the 
Kurpian Chamber" was held for the parents, members of the local community, 
representatives of institutions and local authorities, performed by the participants 
from all partner schools. During this show, dances and songs from each country were 
also presented. The event was enriched by a performance of the Greek dance 
group Cultural Association of Tanagra Municipality “Terpsichore", who came from 
Greece especially for this day and the next one. They presented the Aegean dances 
to the audience.  

It was a very colourful event thanks to the folk costumes from each country, in 
which the participants performed. From a village scene in a Kurpian cottage, it 
became an impressive international folklore spectacle. Then, the participation 
certificates and Europass - Language Passports - were distributed to all attendees 
of the workshop meeting in Rozogi. And after the ceremony, everyone attended a 
lavish lunch cooked by the parents of the Polish pupils, the school canteen and 
agritourist houses, which welcomed our guests. There were 36 dishes served, 
including regional dishes from the Kurpie region. Foreign guests had the opportunity 
to taste the flavours of the Polish hospitality and home-made cuisine. 
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On the seventh day, all workshop attendees took part in the Palm Sunday 
Ceremony so that our guests could learn about this regional tradition. The 
participants of the workshop also enriched the ceremony of announcing the results 
of the Easter Palms Competition. The "Cultural Association Terpsichore" dance group, 
invited by the Polish school, presented their dances again, to a much wider audience, 
while the group of pupils from Greece showed an excellent performance of the 
Zorba dance. The representatives of the Slovenian school sang a folk song and 
pupils from Croatia performed a folk dance in beautiful folk costumes. At the end 
of the artistic part, an international presentation of a Kurpian dance "Fafur" took 
place together with two local games "Kaczor" – “A Drake” and "Zając" – “A 
Rabbit”, which participants learned during the workshops. Among the guests in the 
full hall at the event were: the Mayor of the Rozogi Municipality, the Szczytno 
County Governor and Members of the Polish Parliament from Warmia and Masuria 
District, the residents of Rozogi municipality and the surrounding towns and villages. 
It was an amazing spectacle, the pupils from different countries presented their skills 
acquired during the workshops to the much wider audience. 

 http://www.zsrozogi.pl/index.php/dzialania-projektowe/100-warsztaty-
miedzynarodowe-pt-folklorystyczna-drama-stand-up-sztuka-rekodzielo-i-
tance-regionalne, 

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l7giTE-b-W8&t=24s.  
 

ACHIEVEMENTS 

 There were 120 people directly involved in the workshop: 66 pupils and 24 
teachers, as well as 12 adult members of the dance group from Schimatari, 
Greece took part in the activities: 10 pupils, 4 teachers from the Croatian 
school; 10 pupils, 3 teachers from the Slovenian school; 10 pupils, 3 teachers 
and one accompanying person from the Greek school; 36 pupils and 11 
teachers from the host school and 2 teachers from the neighbouring primary 
schools; 5 local artists and instructors; 13 people from the kitchen and staff of 
the host school. 

 Ten teachers from abroad, 11 teachers from the host school and 2 teachers 
from neighbouring schools, with the guidance of the local artists, worked 
together to achieve the final products and results of the workshop. 

 30 pupils from abroad and 36 pupils from Rozogi collaborated in clubs on 
their final products, developing cooperation and communication skills. 

 All participating teachers and pupils developed and broadened their 
language skills in English, German and also learned a few words and 
sentences in the languages of the other schools, using a five-language 
dictionary prepared by the teachers from the four partner schools to achieve 
the objectives of the project. 

 All pupils, including those with different barriers and disabilities, were 
motivated to learn from each other, as well as to learn foreign and national 
languages. 

 Pupils and teachers from abroad got to know Polish culture and history of 
Rozogi and Poland, visiting the most important places in Rozogi, Olsztyn, 
Warsaw and Kadzidło. 

 Pupils improved their communication skills by talking to each other and making 
friends with peers from four different countries. 

 They prepared and publicly performed the Stand-Up theatre performance 
"In the Kurpian Chamber", working in 3 groups (drama, music - dance and 
art). 

http://www.zsrozogi.pl/index.php/dzialania-projektowe/100-warsztaty-miedzynarodowe-pt-folklorystyczna-drama-stand-up-sztuka-rekodzielo-i-tance-regionalne
http://www.zsrozogi.pl/index.php/dzialania-projektowe/100-warsztaty-miedzynarodowe-pt-folklorystyczna-drama-stand-up-sztuka-rekodzielo-i-tance-regionalne
http://www.zsrozogi.pl/index.php/dzialania-projektowe/100-warsztaty-miedzynarodowe-pt-folklorystyczna-drama-stand-up-sztuka-rekodzielo-i-tance-regionalne
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l7giTE-b-W8&t=24s
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 All participating pupils developed their basic skills by participating in all 
planned activities, carrying out their tasks. 

 Pupils and teachers have developed and promoted their creativity, 
cooperation skills and responsibility. 

 Representatives of four partner schools shared the customs of their countries 
with others. 

 Teachers shared their experiences and innovations by working together in the 
clubs. 

 all attendees improved their ICT skills by using different translation 
applications and preparing school presentations on Movie Maker and 
PowerPoint, as well as by sharing their work and photos with each other on 
Google Documents and Photos, Facebook, YouTube, etc. 

 The parents of the host school took part in the workshop by cooking meals, 
baking cakes for the guests and showing them their habits and traditions at 
home so that foreign participants could taste local cuisine and learn about 
some of the local traditions. 

 Local authorities met with the foreign participants in the Municipal Office and 
took part in the main event of the workshop. 

 Local tourist office "Mówiący kij" helped in organizing trips and presented 
ideas for interesting attractions. 

 Teachers and staff at the host school were very helpful, kitchen staff cooked 
lunches, second breakfasts and snacks for the guests. 

 The very good cooperation between the host school's teachers and the guests 
has been confirmed once again with the excellent final products. 

 The Municipal Cultural Centre in Rozogi, as well as the Mayor of the 
Municipality of Rozogi, have established cooperation with the “Cultural 
Association Terpsichore” from Schimatari, Greece. 
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COMMON ACTIVITIES 

a. Reading nights 

 

Open Reading Night (17 March 2017) 
 

AUTHORS 
Poland: Anita Dąbrowska  

Greece: Maria Theodoridou  
Slovenia: Mojca Janžekovič  

Croatia: Nataša Mesić Muharemi 
 
SUBJECT 
Reading nights 

 
THEME 
National legends 
 
AIMS 

 to develop pupils' basic skills using multi and interdisciplinary methods 
involving their artistic abilities and their natural need for knowledge, 
interaction and fun, 

 to develop interest in books in different languages, 

 to develop cooperation within the group - locally and internationally, 

 to evolve reading skills with the understanding and interpretation of texts in 
English, German, Polish, Greek, Slovenian and Croatian in various forms, 

 to enhance communicative skills using web tools, 

 to develop organisational skills, 

 to shape responsibility, self-control and self-confidence, 

 to develop the ability to plan one's own work and to work in a group, 

 to expand the scope of vocabulary using the read texts, in English, German, 
Greek, Slovenian, Croatian and Polish, 

 to improve language skills - listening, reading, writing, speaking, 

 to showing the school as a place to spend leisure time in a pleasant and useful 
way. 

 
ACTIVITIES 

Skype video conference and using the eTwinning Live Event - Adobe Connect, 
with partner schools: Osnovna škola Darda, Croatia, Osnovna šola Toma Brejca, 
Kamnik, Slovenia, 1st Primary School of Schimatari, Greece. Common tasks for 
pupils at eTwinning in English, German and native languages. 

Before and after the video-conference every school had their own activities 
that could be presented in the following points: 

1. Reading and artistic interpretation of the Grimm fairy tale "Little Red Riding 
Hood" in German - pupils worked on illustrated description of characters 
appearing in the fairy tale with the use of pictures and German words. 
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2. Presentation of the schools’ national legends by the participants of the event 
via eTwinning video-conference for colleagues from partner schools: reading 
by the pupils the texts of legends in English: 
a. Greece - "The legend of the Bridge of Arta", 
b. Slovenia - "The Legend of Countess Veronika - half woman and half 

snake", 
c. Poland - "The Legend of the Wawel Dragon", 
d. Croatia - "The Legend of the Black Queen”. 
Presenting short videos illustrating the legends mentioned above by 
videoconferencing. There were also artistic interpretations of the legends 
made by pupils in each of the schools, joint games: online puzzles, games 
concerning the legends and answers to asked questions. 
The final product as a follow up - creative writing - continued in English lessons 
at schools by creating a new common legend for the four participating 
countries using the characters and main threads of the legends of the four 
nations. 

3. Theatrical staging of the "Court over the Book" in Polish by the participants of 
the Polish school. 

4. Pupils presenting interesting books to read in the form of pre-prepared 
posters - encouraging others to read them. 

5. Comparison of a book and a film. 
6. Discussion on "Why is it worth reading?" Why don't young people read books? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e-oSkWxEURI&t=2s. 
7. Pupils presented their favourite parts from books they had read and asked 

some content and judgment questions to their schoolmates. They had also 
prepared a number of activities to which they invited their schoolmates to 
participate such as: an improvisation role play situation, crosswords, puzzles, 
acrostics, drawings tasks, taking a stand in the issue of drugs. 

8. A local Greek author presented his latest novel and asked the pupils to 
participate in group activities such as: finding a new title for the book, drawing 
a new cover page and answering some content questions. 

9. A group of pupils having different educational needs, participated on the 
recording in English of the Greek legend “The bridge of Arta”. They studied 
the legend, learned how to pronounce correctly the English words and 
extended their vocabulary in English while being enthusiastic about the whole 
procedure. Their voices were recorded while reading the legend and then the 
recordings were used to a 3D animation done by the municipality of Epirus. 

 
ACHIEVEMENTS 
The Polish school event was attended by 30 pupils, 6 teachers and 2 parents, the 
Greek school’s event - by 45 pupils (20 videoconference), 6 teachers, 9 parents, 
the Slovenian event - by 16 pupils, 4 teachers and the Croatian school - by 16 
pupils, and 4 teachers. 
Achievements: 

 pupils developed reading comprehension in languages: English, German, 
Polish, Greek, Croatian and Slovenian, 

 pupils developed the ability to interpret the texts they read in various ways: 
poster, illustration, staging - the pupils' works were displayed in the school 
corridors, 

 pupils developed their creativity by creating a new text inspired by familiar 
legends, 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e-oSkWxEURI&t=2s
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 pupils developed the ability to cooperate in a group, both in their home 
schools and abroad with the use of telecommunication tools and the Internet, 

 pupils and teachers improved the ability to speak - communicate in English 
using videoconferencing and eTwinning tools, 

 teachers broadened the ability to cooperate internationally, using the Internet 
and ICT tools, like phone apps, Adobe Connect, 

 parents were engaged in the event by organizing meals and drinks for their 
children and participating in all activities during the "Reading Night". 

 pupils with fewer opportunities, learning and social difficulties, were involved, 
had the opportunity to meet colleagues from other countries through online 
conferences, and also had the possibility to acquire self-confidence and 
responsibility while performing group tasks in the form of play, as well as the 
opportunity to develop their artistic and theatrical skills. Better colleagues in 
the groups helped them understand the texts they were reading. 

 all participants spent their time in a friendly, playful and fun atmosphere. 
 
 

  



d
d 

 

27 
 This work is available under the Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International license.  

 
The project is financed by the European Union within the 

ERASMUS+ Programme, Action KA2 – cooperation of schools. 

The 2nd Reading Evening (25 April 2018) 
An activity of the Erasmus+ project “Through Artistic Abilities to 

Developed Basic Skills” 
 

AUTHORS 
Poland: Anita Dąbrowska  

Greece: Maria Theodoridou  
Slovenia: Mojca Janžekovič  

Croatia: Nataša Mesić Muharemi 
 

SUBJECT 
Reading night 
 
THEME 
National legends in form of comics 

 
AIMS 

 to develop pupils' basic skills using multi- and interdisciplinary methods that 
involve their artistic abilities and the natural need for knowledge, interaction 
and play. 

 to develop ICT skills - through the use of Google Presentations, eTwinning 
video conferencing - Adobe Connect, www.storyjumper.com, Toondoo and 
other online resources for creating a comic book, 

 to develop reading skills and artistic interpretation of the text in English, Polish, 
Greek, Slovenian and Croatian, 

 to develop interest in books in various languages, 

 to shape cooperation in a group locally and internationally, 

 to improve communication skills with the use of online tools, 

 to develop organizational skills, 

 to shape responsibility, self-control and self-confidence, 

 to shape the ability of planning one’s own work, 

 to extend the scope of vocabulary with the use of read texts, in English, Polish 
Greek, Croatian and Slovenian, 

 to improve language skills - listening, reading, writing, 

 to show the school as a place for a nice, creative and useful leisure time. 
 

ACTIVITIES 
On 25 April 2018, at 5 p.m., there was a "Reading Evening". Pupils and 

teachers from four partner schools met in their schools to work together online, using 
Google Presentations, Toondoo and eTwinning video conferencing, on a comics 
based on local tales, myths and stories. It was the second such activity within our 
Erasmus + project titled "Through artistic abilities to developed basic skills".  

This year's meeting was attended by 15 pupils, 2 teachers and 1 parent from 
Gimnazjum im. ks. Jana Twardowskiego in Rozogi, Poland; 33 pupils, 6 teachers, 
10 parents from the 1st Primary School of Schimatari, in Greece; 12 pupils, 4 
teachers in Osnovna šola Toma Brejca, Kamnik, in Slovenia and 27 pupils and 4 
teachers in Osnovna škola Darda, Croatia. 

http://www.storyjumper.com/
http://www.storyjumper.com/
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This year's Reading Evening lasted about 3 hours; the first two hours, pupils 
from partner schools worked on their selected local stories, legends and myths, 
preparing their parts of the comics in various forms.  

At Gimnazjum im. ks. Jana Twardowskiego in Rozogi, Poland, the pupils and 
teachers met in the school department in Dąbrowy this time. During the event the 
participants learned about a contemporary local folk artist, Mrs. Janina Anna 
Krzyżewska from a neighbouring village Lipniki and about her works. She was 
invited to the meeting but her health problems did not allow her to come. They were 
making a comic book for one of her comics stories, titled "Zosia in Kurpie" for two 
hours in electronic form, using Google Presentations and online resources. All the 
Polish participants cooperated in groups of 2 online, on laptops, working on one 
presentation, preparing 4 slides each pair for the storytelling. They read the story 
first in English, then in Polish. They discussed the story of a little girl, who wanted to 
get to know everything about the Kurpian region and its culture. Then, they found 
suitable pictures on the Internet and made some drawings to illustrate “Zosia’s 
achievements while visiting the villages and towns of the Kurpian region. They put 
the pictures and texts together in a creative, colourful comics presentation. The 
teachers, Mrs Anita Dąbrowska and Elżbieta Siernicka, and the mum joined the 
pupils with their help. All attendees had a wonderful evening together in a pleasant, 
creative atmosphere and during a break they enjoyed delicious pizzas ordered 
from a neighbouring pizzeria. 

In the Greek school, the school’s head teacher, Mrs Strati Eugenia, opened the 
event, addressing the pupils and the parents, she spoke about the importance of the 
culture of philandanism, at a time when electronic media and entertainment have 
significantly reduced interest to seek out information and pleasure through the 
reading of quality out-of-school books, while stressing the need to promote 
phillagognosis from an early age with the help of both family and school, and for 
rebuilding the relationship of the child with the book. Afterwards, teachers Eleni 
Alexaki and Stasini Noti, through the Power Point projection and a music-dancing 
video about the book, highlighting the interest of the pupils, highlighted the value 
of the books and stressed the importance of reading them, which apart from the 
aesthetics enjoyment and the pleasure they offer to children, contribute at the same 
time to their spiritual cultivation, the development of their imagination and creativity, 
their acquaintance with other peoples and cultures, against diversity. Various 
activities of philology were followed in a beautiful atmosphere in the school's 
classroom, under the sound of soft music, where all the children, schoolchildren and 
neighbouring school pupils attending the event had their own book, which they 
exchanged with their neighbour, it was studied and then those who wanted it 
presented in a book slam format presentation to the rest of the pupils. Then the 
pupils of the 5th and 6th grade presented three beautiful legends of Greek 
mythology, which they had chosen and co-decided a few days before in their class 
and after having been divided into groups, they read and wrote a summary for 
each in Greek and English, under the guidance of the English language teacher, 
Souliotis Danais. 

“The sacrifice of Iphigenia”, “The Trojan Horse”, “Daedalus and Icarus” were 
the three fascinating myths that allowed us to travel as readers, both youngsters 
and adults. The young pupils, through the enchanting journey to the land of books 
and myths, came into contact with the alluring world of books, travelled together 
with their heroes, experienced various emotions, and eventually expressed 
themselves by painting four scenes of each myth. 

In the Croatian school, pupils found and read Croatian legends on the Internet. 
In the end, they chose five legends: The legend of the Croatian coat of arms; The 
curse of king Zvonimir; The black queen legend of The Plitvice Lakes; The legend of 
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the ˝picok˝ the rooster; The legend of Ruzica city.  First, we talked about the comics 
and how to draw it. After that, each pupil chose one of the legends and adapted it 
for the comics. Then, they wrote the most important events that they wanted to show 
in the comic book. The pupils decided how they wanted to make the comic by 
themselves. Some pupils decided to work in the Toondoo tool (most of them were 
final grade pupils), and the younger decided to draw. After the comics were 
finished, it was necessary to translate them into English and put the sentences into 
the comics. The pupils thus improved their English language, and younger pupils 
were also interested in working on the computers. The pupils were assisted by four 
teachers, Nataša Mesić Muharemi and Andreja Dorić who assisted with the sketches 
and legends, while Jasna Schönberger and Ivana Valeri helped in English. Prior to 
the event, ICT teacher Ivana Lajoš Brkić taught the pupils how to use the Toondoo 
tool. 

In the Slovenian school the pupils were making a comics of legends of three 
cities Vrhnika, Ljubljana and Cerknica Lake. Teachers and pupils met in the school’s 
IT room two hours before the video conference. First, they were searching on the 
internet for different Slovenian legends. Then, pupils made a quick summary of the 
stories and discussed which legends were most interesting for them. Pupils decided 
on the following three legends: The Ljubljana Dragon, Argonauts in Vrhnika and 
Forbidden Love: The Legend of Lake Cerknica. The legends were printed out and 
pupils equally divided into three groups. The idea was to make comics using two 
techniques: digital comic strips using a programme called “Toondoo” and the 
drawing technique. Teacher Živa Blatnik, who already had some experience in using 
Toondoo, gave the pupils a tutorial on how to use the programme. Two groups of 
pupils decided to create a digital strip and one chose to draw it. There were 12 
pupils who participated in creating the comics. Argonauts in Vrhnika and Forbidden 
Love: The Legend of Lake Cerknica were the two legends, which were made in the 
digital technique and The Ljubljana Dragon legend was drawn, using colour pencils. 
When the work was almost finished, pupils started translating the legends and filling 
the speech bubbles. Each group also wrote the translation of their legend on a piece 
of paper. They were using online dictionaries. Unfortunately, some of the pupils had 
to leave the meeting earlier because of their afternoon obligations. Five pupils 
stayed for the video conference. Pupil Pina Štubljar volunteered to present all three 
legends in English in front of the camera. The pupils were assisted by four teachers. 
Mojca Janžekovič helped with sketches and legends, Iztok Škof and Živa Blatnik 
assisted with the digital programme and Urša Jerman helped in English. 

At 7 p.m., a videoconference on eTwinning Live Event was held with partner 
schools, during which each school presented its part of the comic book, which was 
then published in the form of an e-book, available online at 
https://www.storyjumper.com/book/index/50629866. There is a printed version 
of the e-book in each school.  

 
ACHIEVEMENTS 
 
Pupils: 

 evolved their basic skills, 

 developed reading comprehension skills in English, Polish, Croatian, Greek 
and Slovenian, 

 developed the ability to interpret read texts in various forms: illustration, 
presentation, comic book, 

 pupils and teachers have developed the ability to speak in English using video 
conferencing - Live Event - eTwinning tools, 

https://www.storyjumper.com/book/index/50629866
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 developed their creativity by creating a comic book in English inspired by the 
learned texts. 

 developed the ability to cooperate in a group with the help of ICT tools - the 
Internet, with the others and partner schools, 

 the participants have developed the ability to cooperate internationally with 
the use of ICT tools 

 each participant also developed ICT skills using Google presentations, 
Toondoo, eTwinning video conferencing - Adobe Connect, 
www.storyjumper.com and other internet resources when creating a comic 
book, 

 children with fewer opportunities, learning difficulties and social problems 
took part in the event, they had the opportunity to meet colleagues from other 
countries through the online conference and to gain self-confidence and 
responsibility while performing tasks in groups, having fun, they also had the 
opportunity to develop their artistic abilities. Better pupils in the group helped 
them with the tasks, 

 an online e-book titled "Myths of 4 Countries" was created (available at 
https://www.storyjumper.com/book/index/50629866/5ae9a7a62cfe5#p
age/17), 

 the comics created in the Polish school was printed and laminated, a book was 
created, which was then put on a small exhibition dedicated to the works of 
Mrs. Janina Anna Krzyżewska 

 all participants spent an amazing time in a friendly, fun atmosphere. 
 

  

http://www.storyjumper.com/
http://www.storyjumper.com/
http://www.storyjumper.com/
https://www.storyjumper.com/book/index/50629866/5ae9a7a62cfe5#page/17
https://www.storyjumper.com/book/index/50629866/5ae9a7a62cfe5#page/17
https://www.storyjumper.com/book/index/50629866/5ae9a7a62cfe5#page/17
https://www.storyjumper.com/book/index/50629866/5ae9a7a62cfe5#page/17
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b. Performances 

 

Dramatization on Stage of the Balcony Scene from the Play 

“Romeo and Juliet” 
 

AUTHORS 
Nataša Mesić Muharemi 

Branka Horvat 
Nikolina Srđenović 
Anita Dąbrowska 

Maksymilian Chyłek - a pupil 
Andreja Žavbi Kren 

Urška Hribernik 
Tadeja Pezdirc 

Maria Theodoridou 
Charisia Mavrigopoulou 

Eleni Alexaki 
Stasini Noti 

Katerina Siarapi 
 

SUBJECT 
Theatre and Drama 

 
THEME 
Romeo and Juliet 

 
AIMS 

 to develop pupils’ basic skills with the help of interdisciplinary methods, to 

involve their artistic skills and their need for knowledge, interaction and play 

 to motivate pupils of different abilities and different educational, economic 

and social factors to study their mother tongue, 

 to increase their willingness to read 

 to practise on and extend their knowledge in geometry (practise on vertical 

lines, length measurements, drawing straight lines etc.) 

 to improve their ICT skills 

 to involve weaker pupils into project activities and to develop their motivation 

for further learning 

 to develop creativity and responsibility in pupils through their involvement into 

the whole process of planning, organizing and presenting of their 

accomplishments   

 to promote understanding and sensitivity to minorities and people with 

disabilities and to develop tolerance 

 to develop speaking, reading, writing skills and role play 

 to reduce the fear of public performance and speaking in front of large 
number of people 
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 to familiarize the pupils with the life and work of William Shakespeare 

 to familiarize the pupils with the basic rules of the stage behaviour, dramatic 
procedures and techniques 

 to promote the school as a centre of culture in a rural environment 
 

ACTIVITIES 
a. Croatian 

When we were presenting the balcony scene from the tragedy “Romeo and 
Juliet”, we were helped by the guest theatre that came to our school. This theatre 
performed the play on Shakespeare’s works and his life. All eighth graders were 
invited to watch the play. During the guests’ performance, our pupils presented the 
balcony scene. 

For the scenography we used the castle from the previous play which we 
adapted a bit. The pupils were not wearing costumes, except the minor details like 
the wreath in the hair or a cap. Since the scene itself is not long, the actors from the 
play made an introduction after which our pupils performed. The music from the 
Shakespeare’s time was used. 

 
b. Greek 

Introduction to Shakespeare 
1. Pupils watch a video from YouTube about Shakespeare  and then they talk 

about his  life and  work (ΟΥΙΛΙΑΜ ΣΑΙΞΠΗΡ-ΒΙΟΓΡΑΦΙΑ,  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SBiD6J3FaDY, last retrieved on 27/6/2018). 
2. They are introduced to the customs and customs of that time in Italy. 
3. Pupils divided into dance, theatre and visual arts groups undertake the task 

to present Shakespeare's curriculum vitae and the theatrical "Romeo and Juliet" at 
PowerPoint. 

4. Each group works in one piece and in the end we compose them in the final 
presentation - which will be on the day of the event. 

a. Work on the characters 
5. They are introduced to the theme of the "Romeo and Juliet" project and find 

elements in the text to characterize the two heroes. 
6. Pupils are introduced to the customs of that era. They talk about the clothing, 

the music and the musical instruments the Italians used at that time. 
7. They find images depicting the clothes of the time using YouTube or Google 

Search. 

8. Pupils watched the story on YouTube work in animation format (“Οι ιστορίες 
του Σαίξπηρ. Ρωμαίος και Ιουλιέτα” , 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DFM9W33QW6c, last retrieved on 
5/6/2018). 

9. Through the discussion the pupils wrote a summary of the project and then 
discussed the feelings they felt and the protagonists of the project. 
 
English class 

10. The pupils watched videos from a tourist visit to Verona and especially in 
the houses of Romeo and Juliet (“One day in Verona. How to see everything”. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LEsLDtUvfcc last retrieved on 25/6/2018). 

11. The pupils watched videos with a snapshot of Franco Zeffirelli's film and 
starring Olivier Hasey and especially the scene with the balcony 
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=veRtri7oEeI&index=7&list=PLjT3Z589ba7O
pE9o1zsLA1U3Q3HLHCtBq, last retrieved 27/6/2018). 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SBiD6J3FaDY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DFM9W33QW6c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LEsLDtUvfcc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=veRtri7oEeI&index=7&list=PLjT3Z589ba7OpE9o1zsLA1U3Q3HLHCtBq
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=veRtri7oEeI&index=7&list=PLjT3Z589ba7OpE9o1zsLA1U3Q3HLHCtBq
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12. Pupils are asked to characterize the two heroes based on the two videos 
they watched. They are also asked to judge the actions of the two heroes and their 
relatives and all this in English. 

 

Work in clubs 

13. The pupils listened to music and songs about love and then chose the tune of 
Tarantela to invest the dance of the disguised. 

14. Cooperatively pupils "built" the choreography of the above song under the 
guidance of the physical education teacher as well as the song "I've had the time of 
my life" by Bill Medley and Jennifer Warnes which they chose to close the show 
considering it appropriate since its topic is also this of a forbidden love. 

15. Pupils with musical knowledge and the help of teacher Noti Stasini learned 

to play in guitar and percussion the song "Πόσο σ’ αγαπώ" by Manos Loizos which 

was interpreted by pupils of the club after audition. 
16. Three pupils dressed the above song by composing a choreography in which 

they chose to use ribbons. 
17. In activities with fewer than 15 pupils, pupils worked together at the same 

time. 
18. Pupils of the art club watched a videos on YouTube with instructions of how 

to make hats for the ladies of the theatre, props for dancers and skirts for dancing 
girls. Then working in smaller groups, pupils worked together to create hats, bows, 
skirts and the castle, making measurements with rulers, diabetes and everyday 
materials. They were involved in drawing vertical and parallel lines while 
successfully experimenting in creating colours using the basic colours. 
 

Event for the presentation of the Theatrical "Romeo and Juliet". 
19.  The pupils present their findings about Shakespeare's life and work. The 

members of the theatre team performed the stage of the balcony while, the 
members of the dance-music club enriched the theatrical with songs that they have 
learned to sing and play the tune in simple musical instruments but also in the guitar, 
piano. The members of the art club decorated the stage with all their constructions. 
At the same time, there was a children's paintings exhibition on the balcony scene. 

20.  The pupils wrote the lines of the actors on a PowerPoint presentation to be 
used on a projector for the actors. 

21. The dissemination team prepared and sent a press release to local media. 
 

c. Polish 
In the age of the Internet, tablets and smartphones, when pupils (as we 

observe) sit next to each other and communicate via the Internet instead of talking 
face to face, we wanted to go back in time and show them some traditional ways 
of learning, and thus promote classical literature, also using these modern devices. 

"Romeo and Juliet" is a world famous work by the English playwright William 
Shakespeare. His numerous interpretations can be found in thousands of stage and 
film adaptations. Hundreds of poems and works of art based on the original text 
of the drama show the various stages of this beautiful but so tragic a story of the 
unhappy love of two young people. Shakespeare settled the main themes of the 
plot of "Romeo and Juliet" in Verona. The two young people met at a ball in the 
Capulet's house and fell in love with each other at first sight, and since they came 
from two feuding families, their love was forbidden. 

 For our performance, we have chosen a balcony stage, one of the most 
romantic scenes in the literature world. Romeo goes to Julia's balcony to confess his 
feelings under the cover of the night. It turns out that he is not indifferent to Julia 
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either. The balcony scene is made up of beautiful confessions and tender words 
filled with love. 

We decided to present this scene in a classic version and in our own - very 
modern adaptation. 

We started the work on our performance in October 2016, during 
extracurricular activities within the Erasmus+ project "Through artistic abilities to 
developed basic skills".  First, we learnt about William Shakespeare and read the 
whole play "Romeo and Juliet" in English, in the adaptation of Elizabeth Weinstein 
from the collection "Shakespeare with Children Six Scripts for Young Players". Then 
we decided to choose the scene for our performance and divided the roles to 
individual pupils. While learning their roles, pupils learned how to play them in 
English. For this purpose, we used various theatrical and film adaptations available 
in English. In our work on Shakespeare's play, we used techniques and ways that we 
learned during the international workshop "Drama and ancient Greek theatre 
workshop with the elements of music and art" in Greece in November 2016. 

 One of the pupils, inspired by the English teacher and with her guidance, 
wrote the dialogues to the contemporary version of the balcony scene in English and 
prepared a translation in Polish. The dialogues were written in the form of a chat 
on Facebook Messenger. 

Another pupil prepared a Polish translation of the classical version of the 
balcony scene for the parents and guests to understand. A multimedia presentation 
was created to show the Polish translation of the classic balcony scene version, as 
well as the chat on Messenger in both languages. In both versions, the pupils, as 
actors, played their roles enthusiastically. 

The play was performed by the pupils involved in the drama club on February 
9th, 2017 at a parents’ meeting, where the representatives of the local institutions 
were invited. The decorations for the performance were made by the pupils 
engaged in the art club. This way, there was a correlation between the clubs working 
on one project - the participants of the art club also familiarized themselves with 
William Shakespeare's play by reading it in English. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WmBcyhJLJs  

 
d. Slovenian 

Based on Romeo and Juliet, pupils enacted the balcony scene (Juliet on the 
balcony, Romeo comes to convey his feelings for her). Pupils first got acquainted 
with the text of the scene, then they formed groups and divided the work. The art 
group designed the scenery, the dancing-singing group learned a traditional dance 
from the time period of the play, and the drama group studied the text of 
Shakespeare’s play. 

 
ACHIEVEMENTS 

The pupils got to know Shakespeare’s works and the time he lived and created 
in an interesting way. We also cooperated with the professional theatre. The pupils 
were active participants in the whole preparation and realization of the play; they 
cooperated and made arrangements with each other; learned how to be a part of 
a team; developed creativity; lost the fear of public appearances; got the 
confidence. By working in a team, pupils learned that only in a coordinated work 
where each individual assumes responsibility and approaches the given activities 
seriously, the group can achieve success. In this way the pupils develop empathy 
towards other pupils who do not live in the same economic and social conditions and 
this gives them the opportunity to be equal. This does not emphasize the negative 
differences, but on contrary, everyone is appreciated for his/her competences.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WmBcyhJLJs
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The theme of the play was very close to them because it is about love between 
two teenagers and they can relate to that. The pupils lost the fear of public 
appearances; they developed self-esteem and self-respect, their attitude, 
tolerance, sense of communion, empathy and sympathy. The pupils also developed 
the ability to speak, emphasize, gesture, and to get around in time and space. They 
have acquired skills that contribute to more successful further education and training 
in life situations. 

In regards to evolving their cognitive level, they expanded their knowledge 
in geometry (measurements, drawing of vertical and parallel lines, finding the 
middle of a certain length with the help of a calliper, etc.), improved their ICT skills 
by preparing presentations and their literacy skills through the characterization of 
the heroes and the memorizing of their role’s words. 
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Dramatization of Brothers Grimm’s Fairy Tale “Little Red Riding 

Hood” 
 

AUTHORS 
Nataša Mesić Muharemi 

Živa Blatnik 

Anja Kotnik Lebar 

Maria Theodoridou 

Eugenia Strati 

Eleni Alexaki 

Stasini Noti 

Katerina Siarapi 

Danae Soulioti 

Agnieszka Olender 
 

SUBJECT 
Theatre and Drama 
 
THEME 
Little Red Riding Hood 

 
AIMS 

 To develop the pupils´ basic skills through interdisciplinary methods, including 
their artistic abilities and natural needs for knowledge, interaction and 
playing. 

 To motivate the pupils of different abilities and of different educational, 
economic and social factors, to learn their mother tongue, English and German 
language.  

 To increase their desire for reading  

 to involve the weaker pupils in project activities and to develop their 
motivation for further learning 

 to develop the creativity and responsibility of pupils through their involvement 
in the entire process of planning, organization and presentation of their 
achievements 

 to promote understanding and sensitivity to minorities, people with disabilities 
and the development of tolerance 

 to develop speech, reading and writing skills and role playing both in native 
languages and in English and German. 

 to be able to reach a general conclusion - moral lesson 

 to evaluate and analyse characters and behaviours 

 to be introduced to the theme of sexual harassment through a gentler way for 

their age (10-12 years old)  

 to exercise their skills in singing and composition 

 to reduce the fear of public performance and speaking in front of a large 
number of people 
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 to familiarize the pupils with the basic rules of the stage behaviour, dramatic 
procedures and techniques 

 to familiarize the pupils with life and work of the brothers Grimm 

 to promote the school as a centre of culture in a rural environment 
 

ACTIVITIES 
a. Croatian 

At the very beginning, the pupils got familiarized with the life and work of 
the Brothers Grimm. We talked about their fairy tales, got acquainted with the 
characters and the messages the fairy tales send to us. For dramatization we 
decided to show a little different version of The Little Red Riding Hood, so that a 
super granny appears in the story instead of the hunter. 

Each group of pupils had their roles. The pupils in the art group were in charge 
of the scenery that included the forest, the granny's house and the costumes. The 
pupils themselves have decided which elements to display and to make. The 
costumes were simple, so LRRH had a red cloak with hood and a basket, grandma 
had a scarf and later a cloak and the wolf had a muzzle and ears. 

Pupils in the music group sang the songs that followed the play of the play. 
The songs were all related to LRRH, and we found them on YouTube. The songs were 
accompanied by a simple dance. 

The drama group had first a reading of the text and subsequently shared the 
roles. The pupils themselves negotiated the distribution of the role, but according to 
their preferences and temperament. 

The performance was in English and German: the text was in English and the 
songs in English and German. The second-grade pupils who attended the German 
language extra-curricular activity participated in the performance, singing a song 
and mimicking the text. In this way we achieved cooperation with a large number 
of pupils who were not directly involved in this project. 

 
b. Greek 

At first the pupils read the fairy tale and tried to interpret it and find its 
allegorical meaning. Through a conversation with the teachers the issues of sexual 
harassment within the family were raised and the pupils tried to find out how this is 
presented through the transport and allegorical character of the fairy tale. Pupils 
and teachers suggested ways to deal with such a situation. 

Then the pupils were divided into smaller groups and undertook to present a 
character using adjectives and arguments both verbally and in writing. This work 
was done in both Greek and English with the help of the English teacher. 

Then the pupils of each club started working on a different part of the 
theatrical performance. 

The pupils of the theatre club shared the roles of the fairy tale and undertook 
to write the lyrics of the heroes both in Greek and in English. Through theatrical 
games they managed to approach the psychological state of the heroes and 
impersonate them. 

The art club undertook to create the scenery (the forest and grandma's room) 
as well as the costumes of the heroes. The pupils, inspired from the 2nd Transnational 
Workshop in Croatia, decided that the objects - trees, flowers, lamp, window, 
wardrobe - be animated and supported by themselves. They made measurements 
(length and width), designed a draft of the objects and counted areas of simple 
geometric shapes to make clothes and masks for heroes and other objects. They then 
painted them by blending basic colours. 
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The club of dance music dealt with the musical investment of the theatrical 
performance. The pupils used the internet to find the right music and then translated 
the songs from English into Greek. Using simple musical instruments, they sang the 
songs in both English and Greek. They also created their own short songs, writing 
their own lyrics and placed them in a melody. The final performance can be viewed 
and evaluated on YouTube at:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=smLNd4v4R1I&t=14s  
 

c. Polish 
The pupils of Gimnazjum im. ks. Jana Twardowskiego in Rozogi, Poland took 

up work on the preparation of the performance "Little Red Riding Hood" based on 
the famous fairy tale by the Grimm brothers during the extracurricular classes. The 
pupils worked under the direction of a teacher of German, within the framework of 
the Erasmus+ project "Through artistic abilities to develop basic skills". The pupils 
worked in two groups, in the drama and art clubs, correlating their joint activities. 
The main idea that guided us was to awaken the interest in fairy tales and to bring 
the youth closer to the work of the Grimm brothers. The fairy tale has accompanied 
people for a long time and the science it has taught there has not lost its value 
despite the passage of time.  

During the classes, we decided to look at the phenomenon of fairy tales. We 
started our activities with a visit to the Public Library in Dąbrowy in order to search 
for information on the subject: "Life and work of the Grimm brothers" and "The fairy 
tale as a literary genre”. We also collected and selected information on websites 
and made multimedia presentations on the subject. In line with the stated goal of 
raising the level of reading literacy, all involved pupils read the fairy tale "Little 
Red Riding Hood" in German by role and translated it into Polish. We dealt with 
the didactic aspects of fairy tales, which teach how to behave, promote good and 
dispraise bad actions. For this purpose, we have created the personal characteristics 
of the fairy tale characters and drawn moral conclusions from this story, which we 
placed on the cork board. Throughout the classes, we also created laborious 
decorations. The scenery of the fairy tale is mainly the forest and the grandmother's 
house. We had to create an idea for lively nature, we took inspiration from the 
international workshops in Croatia “Croatian art – straw sculpture, drama and 
different nations dance workshops” at Osnovna škola Darda. The pupils created 
trees out of paper and moved them during the performance. The flowers, which 
were the elements of the scenography, were created according to the Kurpian 
regional tradition. The employees of the Municipal Cultural Centre in Rozogi were 
helpful to us because we were able to borrow some of the necessary props from 
them.  

Cooperation with schools from abroad was a priority, so we were in contact 
with our foreign partners for all the time, because they also performed the same 
theatre play. Although we all worked on the “Little Red Riding Hood”, each school 
presented it in a different way. The form of the musical surprised us the most at the 
same time as we learned a lot from it. Exchanging experiences and learning from 
each other has been a leading factor in our activities. In preparing the theatre 
poster, we used ICT and language skills because we prepared it in two Polish and 
German languages. The final product of our activities was a theatrical performance 
in German of the fairy tale "Little Red Riding Hood" at the School Complex in Rozogi 
in the Presentation Hall for the whole school community, for pupils of classes VI and 
VII of the John Paul II Primary School in Rozogi and for parents at the general 
meeting.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=smLNd4v4R1I&t=14s
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The performance can be viewed and evaluated on YouTube at 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KQXgfVx0unI.  
 

d. Slovenian 
Pupils of the drama club were presented the idea of featuring the play Little 

Red Riding Hood during the cultural event marking Prešeren Day. They were 
acquainted with the complexity of the scenario - the idea to incorporate Prešeren’s 
poems (performed by the school choir as well as by actors’ recitals) and other 
Slovenian songs in the play (one of which was to include a dancing act). Literary 
knowledge on Prešeren was to be presented to the spectators in the form of 
questions, asked by the cunning Grandma to the hungry Wolf (with visual support 
on screen using ICT). The roles were assigned with care as some had to recite 
independently Prešeren’s poems and the Little Red Riding Hood had a solo singing 
act at the end of the play. 

The group work and preparations took about a month and a half, each group 
working on their own. During the last week the groups worked together to finalize 
the project including the scenery, dancing and singing. 

 
ACHIEVEMENTS 

By working in a team, pupils learned that only in a coordinated work where 
each individual assumes responsibility and seriously approaches the given activities, 
the group can achieve success. The pupils lost the fear of public appearances; they 
developed self-esteem and self-respect, their attitude, tolerance, sense of 
communion, empathy and sympathy. All these are the characteristics that should form 
a young person who will be a useful member of the society in the future. Through 
different roles, they could experience that each role is unique and inimitable, that 
is, that everyone has a role in real life as well and must do the best one can. One 
should always pay attention to the others and act in the team whenever possible. 
The pupils also developed the ability to speak, emphasize, gesture, and to get 
around in time and space. They have acquired skills that contribute to more 
successful further education and training in life situations. As the pupils prepared the 
props for the play, they practised and extended their knowledge in geometry 
through a creative way (measurements of area and length, symmetry drawing 
vertical and parallel lines, finding the width of a certain length using the calliper 
etc.). They also developed their literacy, writing and reading skills both in their 
native language and English.  
 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KQXgfVx0unI
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OTHER ACTIVITIES 

a. Croatian 

 

Dramatization of “The Wolf in Love” 
 

AUTHORS 
Nataša Mesić Muharemi 

Branka Horvat 
Ivana Valeri 

Nikolina Srđenović 
 

SUBJECT 
Theatre and Drama 

 
THEME 
A Wolf in Love 

 
AIMS 

 to develop pupils’ basic skills with the help of interdisciplinary methods, to 

involve their artistic skills and their need for knowledge, interaction and play 

 to motivate pupils of different abilities and different educational, economic 

and social factors to study their mother tongue, English and German language 

 to increase their willingness to read 

 to involve weaker pupils into project activities and to develop their motivation 

for further learning 

 to develop creativity and responsibility in pupils through their involvement into 

the whole process of planning, organizing and presenting of their 

accomplishments   

 to promote understanding and sensitivity to minorities and people with 

disabilities and to develop tolerance 

 to develop speaking, reading, writing skills and role play 

 to reduce the fear of public performance and speaking in front of large 
number of people 

 to familiarize the pupils with the basic rules of the stage behaviour, dramatic 
procedures and techniques 

 to familiarize the pupils with the life and work of the Grimm brothers 

 to promote the school as a centre of culture in a rural environment 
 
ACTIVITIES 

The play The Wolf in Love was intended for a stage performance. The story 
is about a wolf who is trying to find his princess. On his quest to find “the one”, he 
meets famous fairy tale princesses (Cinderella, Snow White, Little Red Riding Hood). 
Three groups participated in the making of the play: drama, art and music/dance. 
The roles were assigned to the pupils in drama club according to their preferences 
and temperament. At the beginning, we learned about the creativeness of the 
Grimm brothers. We identified and studied the tales from which the characters used 
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in the play are from. After that, we started to read the play and when the pupils 
had learned the dialogues, they started to act them out. We rehearsed the whole 
1st semester. The art club was also introduced to the brothers Grimm’s tales and 
they designed the costumes and the scenography. 

Since scenography included the making of a big castle, it was necessary to 
use the Maths to calculate the precise dimensions of the castle, trees and the little 
house. Costumes were made out of wire and paper, the same as the whole 
scenography. The music/dance club contributed with the choice of music and dance. 
In the end, they performed the universal song “If You Are Happy and You Know It” 
accompanied by the dance. 

 
ACHIEVEMENTS 
The pupils: 

 got to know the brothers Grimm’s works, 

 actively participated in the whole preparation and realization of the play, 

 cooperated and made arrangements with each other 

 learned how to be a part of a team, 

 lost the fear of public appearances, 

 got the confidence, 

 improved their knowledge of the English language. 

 promoted culture and their school: the pupils have prepared a play which 
they have presented to their colleagues and teachers as well as to a wider 
audience, 

 will get used to the stage, which gives the opportunity to overcome the 
shyness and prepares them for the public speaking, 

 will discover and strengthen their passion, build up self-respect, free 
creativity,  

 have developed their basic skills by using the extracurricular activities in the 
form of artistic predispositions like drama, dance and art skills 

 improved creativity, responsibility and self-respect 

 during the performance they had the opportunity to promote the acquired 
skills 

With the final performance the school became the centre of cooperation, not only 
for the parents but also for the local community. 
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Dramatization of “The Dirty Boy” 
 

AUTHOR 
Nataša Mesić Muharemi 

 
SUBJECT 
Theatre and Drama 

 
THEME 
The Dirty Boy 

 
AIMS 

 To develop the pupils´ basic skills through interdisciplinary methods, including 
their artistic abilities and natural needs for knowledge, interaction and 
playing. 

 To motivate the pupils of different abilities and of different educational, 
economic and social factors, to learn their mother tongue, English and German 
language.  

 To increase their desire for reading  

 to involve the weaker pupils in project activities and to develop their 
motivation for further learning 

 to develop the creativity and responsibility of pupils through their involvement 
in the entire process of planning, organization and presentation of their 
achievements 

 to promote understanding and sensitivity to minorities, people with disabilities 
and the development of tolerance 

 To develop speech, reading and writing skills and role playing. 

 To reduce the fear of public performance and speaking in front of a large 
number of people 

 To familiarize the pupils with the basic rules of the stage behaviour, dramatic 
procedures and techniques 

 to familiarize the pupils with life and work of the brothers Grimm 

 to promote the school as a centre of culture in a rural environment 
 

ACTIVITIES 
Our History teacher wrote a play called ˝The dirty boy˝ about a boy who has 

very bad grades and therefore others tease him. However, the teacher finds out 
that he is a very good car mechanic and helps him achieve his goal, which is, 
completing elementary school and enrolling an auto mechanic high school.  

The pupils were divided into three groups and each group had their own 
responsibilities. The scenography consisted of one classroom with a blackboard, 
tables and chairs. Costumes were not needed except for the pupils who played the 
teachers, and they wore their parents' clothes. The music group chose music for the 
play and actively participated in the play by playing the pupils. 

 
ACHIEVEMENTS 

By working in a team, pupils learned that only in a coordinated work where 
each individual assumes responsibility and seriously approaches the given activities, 
the group can achieve success. The theme of the play was very close to them because 
there is a boy who has poor success in school not because of his ignorance but 
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because of the life circumstances. In this way, pupils develop empathy towards other 
pupils who do not live in the same social and economic circumstances as they do and 
give them the chance to be equal. Hereby no negative differences were asserted, 
on the contrary, everyone is respected in his competences. The pupils lost the fear 
of public appearances; they developed self-esteem and self-respect, their attitude, 
tolerance, sense of communion, empathy and sympathy. All these are the 
characteristics that should form a young person who will be a useful member of the 
society in the future. Through different roles, they could experience that each role is 
unique and inimitable, that is, that everyone has a role in real life as well and must 
do the best one can. One should always pay attention to the others and act in the 
team whenever possible. The pupils also developed the ability to speak, emphasize, 
gesture, and to get around in time and space. They have acquired skills that 
contribute to more successful further education and training in life situations. 
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b. Greek 

 

Dramatization on Stage with the Suitors from the “Odyssey” 
 

AUTHORS 
Maria Theodoridou 

Charisia Mavrigopoulou 
Eleni Alexaki 
Stasini Noti 

Katerina Siarapi 
Katerina Lamprou 

  
SUBJECTS 
Theatre, Drama, Music, Dance, Art 

 
THEME 
Odyssey 

 
AIMS 
Cognitive aims 

1. To come into contact with customs and the everyday life of the people of the 
time when the epic of the Odyssey unfolds 

2. To learn about Homer and his works  
3. To study the bibliographic details of the scene extract with the suitors 
4. To study the characters and nomenclature of the suitors 
5. To learn how to characterize and describe characters - People 
6. Improving their ICT skills 

Sentimental aims 
1. To take initiatives 
2. To work together in groups 
3. To collaborate with each other and with their teachers 
4. To respect each other’s opinion 
5. To be confident to present their work to the public 

  
ACTIVITIES 

1. Discussing about Homer and his works. Discussing about Odysseus’ story. The 
children recalled what they knew from the history lesson of the past years 
about Odysseus’ adventures until he reached Ithaca. 

2. Pupils watch the video "The Ulysses Arrow" from YouTube (last retrieved 
23/6/2018 at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EDrLCoP1mg4)  and then 
from the video "ODY.SSEY * | * Adventure Film ((1997))" the scene with the 
suitors and the revenge of Odysseus. 

3. Pupils are introduced to the customs of that era. They talk about the clothing, 
the music and the musical instruments the Greeks used at that time. 

4. Pupils find the etymology of the names of the suitors and their symbolic 
meaning. They are introduced to the scene of the suitors and find elements in 
the text to characterize the heroes. 

5. They find images depicting the clothes of the time using YouTube or Google 
Search. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EDrLCoP1mg4
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6. Art pupils are invited to draw how they would like the actors and dancers of 
the play to be dressed. They decide on the shape of the suits and begin their 
preparation. 

7. Pupils of the theatre club read the text which was kept in an original 
translation from the book of the first grade of Greek Gymnasium. They 
marked the names of the heroes and then share the roles. 

8. A first reading is made by the pupils of the club according to the roles they 
have chosen. 

9. Start rehearsals for learning the roles. Use a projector to view rolls. 
10. Pupils of the art club watch videos on YouTube with instructions of how to make 

the mantles and decorative items of costumes for dancers and actors. 
11. Working in smaller groups, pupils of the art club work together to create 

shields, swords and costumes by making measurements of rulers, diabetes and 
everyday materials. 

12. Pupils of the art club were involved in drawing vertical and parallel lines while 
successfully experimenting in creating colours using the basic colours. 

13. Event for the presentation of the epos "Odyssey". The members of the dance-
music club enrich the theatrical with songs that they learned to sing and play 
in simple musical instruments, but also in the guitar, piano. The members of the 
art club have already decorated the stage with all their constructions. 

14. Prepare and send a press release to local media. 
 

ACHIEVEMENTS 

 Knowledge (Knowledge): To know the life and work of Homer 

 Prepare: Prepare costumes, music, theatrical 

 Produce: Prepare the theatrical play "Odyssey" at all levels. 

 Choose (Application): Choose music, musical instruments, costumes, how to play 
for the theatrical performance. 

 Identify causes of (Comprehension): Identify the reasons why Odysseus was 
led to these acts, and what were the aims of the suitors, but also the intentions 
of Penelope. 

 Draw (Psychomotor skills): Draw the costumes of the actors and members of 
the dance group. 

 Perform (Psychomotor skills): Present the theatrical to the general public. 

 Give feedback (Evaluation): Give feedback to their classmates about their 
participation and their work 

 Defend (Evaluation): Support their view 

 Uncategorised (Uncategorised): Develop their responsibility and cooperative 
skills. 
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Dramatization of Three Aesop’s Myths in the Form of a Movie, 
Puppet Show and Musical 

 

AUTHORS 
Maria Theodoridou 

Strati Eugenia 
Eleni Alexaki 
Stasini Noti 

Katerina Siarapi 
Danae Soulioti 

  
SUBJECT 
Drama, Theatre, Dance, Music, Art, Puppet show, Movie making, English 
 

THEME 
"The Lion and the Mouse" 
"The Lying Shepherd" 
"The Cricket and the Ant" 
 
AIMS 
Cognitive aims 

1. To get introduced and learn several of Aesop's myths 
2. To get to know the creation of myths 
3. To seek and come in contact with Aesop's various myths 
4. To evaluate and analyse characters and behaviours 
5. To practice in writing both in English and Greek (Conversion of Narrative Text 

into Dialogue) 
6. To get in touch with ethical values  (truth, friendship, mutual assistance, 

diligence, consistency) 
7. To practice mathematical and geometric concepts 
8. To exercise their skills in singing and composition 
9. To develop their vocabulary in English. 
10. To create short texts in English. 
11. To practice translating from Greek into English 
12. To evaluate and analyse characters and behaviours 
13. To be able to reach a general conclusion - moral lesson 
14. For teachers to use web-based applications (story jumper) 

Sentimental aims 
1. To recognize their feelings and externalize them 
2. To work harmoniously in groups 
3. To cooperate with each other and with their teachers 
4. To respect each other's opinion  
5. To develop cooperative skills in order to reach common decisions 
6. To present their findings to the general public 
7. Take initiatives and responsibility for their work 

  
ACTIVITIES 

All pupils of the program were initially organized into small groups of 5 
people and gathered information about the fairy-tale teller Aesop based on a 
specific worksheet (who was he, where and when he lived, what are his main works). 
To help them the teachers asked them to watch a YouTube video on Aesop 
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(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VLmCHgswa4s&list=PL6BFA73BCC2C55B79  
Last Retrieved: 26/6/2018). Then they collected books with Aesop's myths and 
brought them to school. They read and summarized the myths that had impressed 
them. 

Through democratic processes (vote) each club decided on which myth it would 
present. Pupils have argued to support their choice. 

 
The dance-music club dealt with the myth "The Lion and the Mouse". The pupils 

first viewed the video myth from YouTube 
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NJqT5KkQ6ng, last recovered 26/6/2018) 
and analysed the characters. 

They then read the text and acted with, accompanying the text with simple 
blows on small musical instruments. Periodically, the roles were changing so that 
everyone would have the opportunity to practice reading and creating simple 
musical rhythms. 

Then, a worksheet was given to pupils who were divided into two groups to 
deal with the characters of myth and its moral lesson. Each group undertook to 
present a character using adjectives and arguments both verbally and in writing. 

Then each group wrote lyrics to create the introductory song of the myth and 
invest it with music. The result was presented and taught to the pupils of the other 
group. 

The pupils decided to present the myth in the form of a musical-dancing 
performance to their other classmates and to the general public. In order to create 
the musical text, they split the text into four scenes and, after being divided into a 
corresponding number of groups, they undertook to write their scene with narratives 
and dialogues. 

Then the roles were distributed on the basis of interest and capabilities of the 
pupils (under the guidance of teachers). Other pupils were actors, others played the 
musical instruments, others were involved in directing and doing the choreography 
trying to present in a music - sensor and deductive way, the characters and the 
action space. pupils in each group chose the music for the strong points of the myth 
(Entrance, lion singing, singing mouse, lion imprisonment, release of the mouse, the 
beginning of a friendship). At the same time, they practiced their skills in singing but 
also in the composition, while pupils of the club accompanied the songs that were 
written and composed for the play by guitar and piano. 

The art club presented the legend "The Lying Shepherd" through another form 
of theatrical art, the puppet show. The children participated in the creation of a 
performance almost from start to finish. Initially, pupils viewed the video legend 
from YouTube (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=prJFhM95i6k, last retrieved on 
26/6/2018), and, through discussion with each other and with the teachers, they 
approached the theme, the moral lessons and values that the legend puts forth, while 
simultaneously analysing the characters. A parallelism of myths with parables of the 
Old Testament book has been made, since both display values and ideals. 

The process of creating the puppet show included the adaptation of the script 
and so the pupils practiced in the narrative and interactive speech. To build the 
dolls, the pupils attended educational videos on YouTube (Doll Making Puppet,  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?V=QuQU1xD9_kM, last retrieved on 
26/6/2018). Then they used simple materials (sails, buttons, threads, cotton) to 
make the dolls themselves. They made measurements (length - width), designed a 
pattern and measured the area of simple geometric shapes in order to make the 
clothes of each doll. Pupils who took charge of their dolls had to understand the 
meanings of tone and intensity of speech - a process that is quite demanding - so 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VLmCHgswa4s&list=PL6BFA73BCC2C55B79
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NJqT5KkQ6ng
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=prJFhM95i6k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?V=QuQU1xD9_kM
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that they could pass through their message and be understood by the public. They 
also studied the way each doll moved on the stage of the puppet theatre by 
learning some basic rules. The rest of the pupils learned and sang a relative song 
using rhythm and music in the introduction of the myth. Finally, all pupils were 
involved in the final organization of the puppet theatre performance. 

The theatre club presented the myth of "The cricket and the ant" through a 
black-and-white short film, with cinematic elements. Its creation was a unique 
educational tool, since its integration was based on the principles of group 
collaboration and pupil-cantered learning, the study of cinema techniques, the 
initiation through specific theatrical exercises in the rendering of emotions through 
the movement (text, script, etc.), mathematical skills (geometry, mathematical 
calculations, etc.), musical creation (musical investment), visual expression 
(Construction props, etc.). 

 
In the English lesson 

In the context of the expansion of the above actions, the creation of two 
digital books with the myths of Aesop "The greedy mouse" and "Shepherd liar" was 
realized. The children created two illustrated books in English, exercising their 
reading, translation and writing skills. The final result was uploaded to the internet 
in the form of an e-book digital book using storyjumper.com 
(https://www.storyjumper.com/book/index/50629866/Myths-of-4-countries, last 
retrieved on  26/6/2018) 

 
Finally, members of the educational team prepared and sent a press release 

to local media. 
 

ACHIEVEMENTS 
The pupils:  

1. The pupils met the particular literary genre that Aesop serves, the parable. 
They improved their oral and written speech and met the term of symbolism. 
They worked on generating an abstract and using the oblique and 
straightforward discourse. They learned to discern the notions of dialogue - 
narration. They learned how to characterize individuals and behaviours using 
adjectives and find the central idea - meaning of a text. They also learned to 
correctly use punctuation (dot, exclamation point, question mark). In addition, 
they used the argumentation to justify their point of view. They have been 
involved in writing rhymes through lyrics for songs and used rhyme and 
rhythmic speech. 

2. They made measurements (length - width), found areas of simple geometric 
shapes, came into contact and improved in terms such as: direction, succession, 
kinetic motifs, pause, series, space levels. 

3. They have come into contact with values such as democracy (vote) and respect 
for each other's opinion. 

4. They learned to choreograph themselves, the other but also the group, 
following the rhythm of the music they chose. 

5. They managed to express their feelings through music and dance (music based 
on emotion) 

6. They have been able to set goals and achieve them by showing determination 
and responsibility. 

7. The presentation was open to the public, since not only the pupils of the two 
classes but also of the whole school and the parents of the children could 
attend. 

https://www.storyjumper.com/book/index/50629866/Myths-of-4-countries
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8. Through the interdisciplinary activities and the art of theatre, dance theatre, 
puppet theatre, cinema, art, music, etc. the child's authentic communication with 
his / her historical, social and cultural environment was realized. 

9. Both pupils and teachers learned new techniques and used their inventiveness, 
creativity and imagination. 

10. The feeling of self-esteem and pride was emphasized when they received the 
applause and positive judgment of the other pupils, parents and guests in the 
final event. 

11. They drew the costumes of the actors and members of the dance group. They 
prepared the props for the play practising and extending their knowledge in 
geometry (measurements, drawing vertical and parallel lines, finding the 
width of a certain length using the calliper etc.). 

12. They presented the theatrical to the general public. 
13. They gave feedback to their classmates about their participation and their 

work 
14. They supported their view using arguments and therefore practised on 

argumentative speech. 
15. They developed their responsibility and cooperative skills. 
16. The presentation was open to the public, since not only the pupils of the two 

classes but also of the whole school and the parents of the children could 
attend. 

17. Through the interdisciplinary activities and the art of theatre, dance theatre, 
puppet theatre, cinema, art, music, etc., the authentic communication of the 
children with their historical, social and cultural environment was realized. 

18. Through the creation of e-books, it became clear that the creative use of ICT 
helps children share their experiences and actions with society, culture, the 
European and global community. 
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Exhibition of Folklore Art 
 

AUTHORS 
Maria Theodoridou 

Eugenia Strati 
Eleni Alexaki 
Stasini Noti 

Katerina Siarapi 
 

SUBJECTS 
Art, Music, Dance, Literature 
 
THEME 
Folklore art  
  
AIMS 
Cognitive aims 

1. To bring children into contact with elements of our cultural heritage 
2. To understand the term "folk art" 
3. To earn the forms of folk art 
4. To practice in various types of folk art (e.g. embroidery, knitting, 

papermaking, painting, singing, music, dancing) 
5. To recognize the forms of folk art in the environment 
6. To use mathematical concepts to create a simulation of a traditional uniform 

(symmetry, magnification, reduction, motifs, geometric shapes, mathematical 
calculations, etc.) 

7. To get in touch with texts written by folk artists (traditional songs, fairy tales, 
legends, myths) 

8. To learn how to narrate them fluently and colourfully and dramatize them 
9. To learn how to sing and dance traditional songs 
10. To practice in the written and spoken language in Greek  
11. To study closely usable utilitarian or decorative objects of an earlier era. 

Sentimental-psychomotor aims 
1. To work harmoniously in teams 
2. To cooperate with each other and with their teachers 
3. To respect each other's opinion  
4. To develop cooperative skills in order to reach common decisions 
5. To present their findings to the general public 
6. Take initiatives and responsibility for their work 
7. To organize the exhibition of folk art, thus developing skills such as 

communication, collaboration, teamwork, initiative, creativity. 
8. To explore different kinds of art 
9. To practise in various types of folk art (e.g. embroidery) 

 
TEACHING-LEARNING ACTIVITIES 
Preparing for the exhibition   

Pupils, with the help of a worksheet, worked in two groups and searched on 
the internet to find the meaning of the terms a) folk - people b) art - forms of art. 
Results were then discussed, the two terms linked, and finally presented the results 
of their research in the form of photographs and videos. 
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They decided to get acquainted with the folk art of their district and thus 
discussed with their family environment about the folk art objects that exist in their 
homes. They then brought from their homes objects of folk art and presented the 
usability and the form of art to which they belong to, to their classmates. Whatever 
objects could not be transported, were photographed by the pupils and presented 
in this form. 

Then, and through discussion, they decided to deal with some of the forms of 
folk art. After watching videos 
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V5dnkZxpO8o&amp=&t=8s, last retrieved 
on 26/6/2018) with the woollen fabrication process, they learned to embroider 
and make their own designs inspired by embroidery of folk art, learned to knit and 
create their own knits. They become teachers for their classmates teaching them what 
they had learned. 

Then, in groups of 5 people, they gathered photos, videos and information on 
all forms of folk art (painting architecture, marble sculpture, metalwork, ceramics, 
silverware, iconography, weaving, embroidery, costume construction, traditional 
music and dance, traditional folk tales, myths and legends) and, with the help of 
teachers, presented their work in a PowerPoint presentation. 

The pupils who participated in the art club built a copy of a traditional outfit. 
Initially, they made the pattern, observing the original outfit that a schoolgirl had 
brought to school, painted it and decorated it with colourful garlands that they wore 
of woollen threads themselves. 

They took the initiative to invite - with the help of the school's director - 
someone involved in the art of shadow theatre, who introduced them to the creation 
of Shadow Theatre and its story. Then, they made shadow theatre figures and used 
them to recreate a well-known story. 

By engaging their families throughout this process, they took interviews from 
grandparents and collected fairy tales and myths, which were then presented to the 
group. They decided to dramatize the folk tale "The lady-good and the 12 months". 

With the guidance of their teachers, they learned how to sing and dance to 
traditional songs with content related to folk art ("Embroidered apron", "Loom", "The 
embroidery is having fun," "Forty-five craftsmen"). 

 They created the hall of events, the interior of a traditional house (bedroom, 
living room) using the objects they brought. The rest of the room was adorned with 
folk art items that were placed on benches and dashboard by category (ceramics, 
silversmiths, metalworking, woodcarving, weaving, knitting, embroidery). 

The floor of the house as well as the room were laid with traditional woven 
rugs. pupils who had traditional costumes worn them during the exhibition and 
presentation. 

They built the invitation and the poster of the exhibition and were given the 
responsibility to distribute them to neighbouring schools, local authorities, parents 
and friends. 

During the final event for the presentation of all their work, the pupils of the 
5th and 6th grade were the operators of the exhibition and those who made the 
presentation of the program while using the technology by displaying slides through 
a computer on the forms of art and relative photos. In addition, the pupils of the 
program (53 in total) presented to all guests the objects of the exhibition. 

Then the children of the classes were divided into two groups. The first group 
was consisted by the 1st and 2nd grade and the second group by the 3rd and 4th 
grade. 

 In the first group, the children read a fairy tale entitled "The lady-good and 
the 12 months" and then they painted some of the scenes they had found most 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V5dnkZxpO8o&amp=&t=8s
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interesting. In the second group the young pupils were taught by the pupils of the 
program, the traditional song "Forty-five Masters" which refers to the legend of the 

bridge of Arta.  All children watched the tale on video (Το γεφύρι της Άρτας, 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lgOSnedhJxs, last retrieved on 26/6/2018). 
They then learned and danced the corresponding traditional dance, with the 
program's own pupils again guiding them. 

 
ACHIEVEMENTS 

1. Our pupils improved their vocabulary by learning the local language, but also 
concepts related to folk art, the ability to read, and the choice of specific - 
basic information among a wealth of information they found on the internet. 
They also improved their written and spoken word. 

2. They understood mathematical concepts such as motifs (kinetic motifs), 
geometric shapes (spiral - circle), basic mathematical operations, lines 
(straight - curve - parallel). They came in contact with mathematical concepts 
such as: magnification - zoom out, complex geometric shapes, similar shapes, 
decimal numbers, subdivisions of the metre, conversions in tenths, centimetres, 
etc.) 

3. They have worked and improved on computer use, search engines, 
presentation programs (PowerPoint) and word processors (Word). They also 
learned about formats and storage devices as well as ways to process and 
print photos. 

4. They have come into contact with the tradition of their place and learned 
elements of the history of their people. (occupations, forms of entertainment, 
decoration, songs, photos). Through interviews with parents and grandparents, 
the relationships between each other have grown. 

5. Their self-confidence and social acceptance were emphasized through the 
presentation of family objects. 

6. Thin mobility was improved in their hands as well as their concentration 
through knitting and embroidery. Respectively, their synchronization improved 
by learning the same movement and the successive movement (similarity - 
succession.) Dancing managed to improve the sense of space and their 
direction within him They learned how to synchronize their movement with the 
music They improved the rhythm learning them through different rhythms. 
Through the song, they improved their vocal capability. 

7. They knew how to make a garment and which were the parts of a traditional 
costume of their ancestors. They also experienced the process of 
manufacturing a woollen and cotton woven fabric that is the product of their 
district. 

8. Through the organization of the final event and the teaching of their 
classmates, a sense of pride for their creativity and self-esteem has been 
stimulated. They also learned to be more organizational, cooperative, 
interpersonal, patient and responsible for the end result. 

9. Similarly, teachers took on a more instructive role and learned to work 
together to achieve the original goals. 

10. The school once again opened to the local community and proved to be a 
place of creation, fun and a pleasant learning environment. 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lgOSnedhJxs
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c. Polish 
Art Club Activities 

 

AUTHOR 
Aldona Kaczmarczyk 

 
SUBJECT 
Art  
 
THEME 
National and folk art 
 
AIMS 

 to develop pupils' basic skills through the use of multi - and interdisciplinary 
methods, involving their artistic abilities and the natural need for knowledge, 
interaction and fun,  

 to involve weaker pupils in the project activities and thus to develop their 
motivation to continue learning, 

 to develop pupils' creativity and responsibility through their involvement in the 
whole process of planning, organising and presenting their achievements, as 
well as to support their creativity and skills, 

 to develop pupils' learning autonomy while making them responsible for it, 

 to promote sensitivity and understanding for minorities, people with difficulties 
and people with disabilities, 

 to develop tolerance by involving pupils with disabilities, difficulties and pupils 
from different backgrounds in the project activities, 

 to teach and promote the art and culture connected with the Polish nation and 
the Kurpie region, 

 to promote the school as a cultural centre in a rural environment. 
 
 

ACTIVITIES 
There were extracurricular classes of art club were held for 2 hours a week 

at Gimnazjum im ks. Jana Twardowskiego in Rozogi, as part of the Erasmus+ project 
in the school years 2016/2017 and 2017-2018.                             

Through creative expression, pupils gained both cognitive and creative 
experiences. They developed manual skills and shaped their work by learning new 
techniques and forms of art.  

Thanks to their artistic activities, the pupils had the opportunity to experience 
success, be noticed and appreciated, and acquire self-confidence.  

They were very eager to participate in the classes and showed great interest 
and commitment, especially during the exhibitions of artworks. Pupils then had the 
opportunity to present their skills.  

Many interesting works were made for the following competitions: Illustration 
to one of Priest Jan Twardowski's poems, The Most Beautiful Christmas tree 
decoration, Cordial Places, Kiss light - illustration to a contemporary poet - Wojciech 
Kass's work. Pupils had the opportunity to participate in international competitions: 
“My country/my region”, “Fairy-tale winter”. One of our pupils won the first place 
twice, in both of them. 
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Visual exhibitions at the school are one of the forms of presentation of pupils' 
works, among others, exhibitions of works on regional issues and an exhibition of 
works with national elements were held. 

The workshops led by a folk artist, thanks to which the pupils learned how to 
make Kurpian flowers, turned out to be very interesting. 

The greatest success of the participants of the international workshop held at 
our school “Local folk art, stand up drama, craftwork, singing and dance workshops” 
was the joy of creation, and the art classes themselves became an invitation to play 
and experience adventure with folk art. The participants made Easter eggs from 
sequins and ribbons as well as interesting Kurpian cut-outs. 

The school performs many decorations connected with occasional ceremonies. 
The stage, during the presentation for schools which are partners of the Erasmus+ 
project, was arranged in an interesting way by the art club.  

The participants of the art club designed scenery and props for such 
performances as: “Romeo and Juliet”, “In the Kurpian Chamber” and “Nativity 
play”. They developed drawing, painting and decorative techniques. There was a 
correlation of work between the art and drama clubs. The art club pupils needed 
to get acquainted with the scripts of the plays by reading them and then deciding 
on what should the scenography look like for each of the plays. By doing so, they 
have developed their skills in reading and interpreting literary texts.  

A very important element in conducting the art classes is the introduction of 
new techniques and forms in manufacturing works.  The pupils perfected the collage 
and frottage. They carried out relief works, and new techniques such as quilling or 
scrapbooking were introduced.   

 
ACHIEVEMENTS 

 pupils learnt different techniques and experienced working with different 
artistic materials,  

 pupils’ motivation to learn was improved and they learnt to take care of the 
aesthetics of their works, 

 they developed creativity in inventing their own solutions, 

 they discovered and strengthened their own passions, 

 the pupils have built self-confidence through participation in competitions, 

 there was an atmosphere of kindness and sharing of ideas, 

 the Kurpian region, culture and art was promoted together with the school 
through the presentations of pupils’ art exhibitions related to the region. 

 
 

  



d
d 

 

55 
 This work is available under the Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International license.  

 
The project is financed by the European Union within the 

ERASMUS+ Programme, Action KA2 – cooperation of schools. 

“People Are Good...” - the Essence of Christmas 
 

AUTHOR 
Eliza Herasimiuk 

 
SUBJECT 
Drama, Art, Polish language 
 
THEME 
Christmas traditions 
 
AIMS 

 to develop pupils' basic skills through the use of multi - and interdisciplinary 
methods, involving their artistic abilities and the natural need for knowledge, 
interaction and fun,  

 to promote our heritage and culture locally and internationally through 
workshops and public events based on pupil performances, 

 to involve weaker pupils in the project activities and thus to develop their 
motivation to continue learning, 

 to develop pupils’ creativity, responsibility and self-confidence by involving 
them in the whole process of planning, organising and presenting their 
achievements, as well as to support their creativity and skills, 

 to develop pupils' learning autonomy while making them responsible for it, 

 to promote sensitivity and understanding for minorities, people with difficulties 
and people with disabilities, 

 to develop tolerance by involving pupils with disabilities, difficulties and pupils 
from different backgrounds in the project activities, 

 to promote the school as a centre for cooperation between teachers, pupils, 
school staff and parents, local artists, as well as local Cultural Centres, 

 to promote school as a place where you can learn not only about subjects in 
class, but also get to know and develop your interests and passions, 

 to develop speaking, reading, writing and role-playing skills. 

 to prepare for public speeches and willing to work in a group and a team. 
 

ACTIVITIES 
The Christmas customs are very important in Poland. Traditions have been 

passed down from generation to generation. However, in today's world, where we 
see relativism of values, constant haste, too little time for our loved ones, we do not 
always see the true meaning of Christmas. In difficult moments, however, we are 
able to see another person. 

This prompted us to prepare a Christmas Eve staging, entitled "People are 
good..." published on http://www.bielsko.tnbsp.pl/2004_6.pdf.  

The performance was different from traditional nativity scenes. It was a story 
of transformation that can take place in a human being. The main characters are 
strangers who go by bus to their loved ones for Christmas Eve on a snowy day. The 
bus was stuck in a deep bank of snow and there was no chance for them to have 
time to reach for their families’ Christmas Eve dinners. This unexpected situation has 
led them to find deposits of good in themselves and prepare Christmas Eve on a 
makeshift table. It turns out that people are good, but sometimes they need to be 

http://www.bielsko.tnbsp.pl/2004_6.pdf
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reminded of it. The charm of the staging was enriched by carols beautifully sung by 
the pupils of our school. 

The preparations for the performance started in October 2016 during the 
extracurricular classes of the theatre club as part of the activities of the Erasmus+ 
project “Through artistic abilities to developed basic skills”. The pupils chose the 
roles for themselves, and then read the script at the following meetings, improving 
their ability to pronounce cleanly, correctly, modulate properly and improve their 
voice through diction, breathing and motor exercises. The pupils were able to 
present their acting skills, which some of them also acquired during international 
workshops entitled "Drama and ancient Greek theatre workshops with the elements 
of music and art" in Greece in November 2016. 

Besides, during the rehearsals, there was a great opportunity to talk about 
Christmas Eve traditions, ways of spending this unique evening in families. At the 
end of the meeting, we took care of gathering props, preparing costumes. The art 
club helped us to work on the set of the scenography, which resulted in a correlation 
between the clubs. 

After numerous rehearsals, the premiere of our performance took place on 21 
December 2016 at the Municipal Cultural Centre in Rozogi, which was attended by 
parents, representatives of local authorities, councillors, managers and directors of 
cultural and educational institutions, as well as pupils and teachers of the Schools 
Complex in Rozogi. 

In our opinion, the content of the performance was supposed to make the 
audience reflect on the role and significance of Christmas in the life of contemporary 
man, who, in his efforts to get rich and abundant preparation of Christmas, too often 
forgets about what is most important in the holiday. We are convinced that this was 
the case. We were satisfied with the reaction of the audience, who, with 
concentration, listening and visible emotion, received the presented scenes. 

The video footage of the show combined with the Open Day after the 
international workshop in Greece can be watched on 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x4laeyE4B1Y.   

 
ACHIEVEMENTS 

 the pupils prepared an extraordinary performance, which they presented to 
their colleagues, teachers and the wider public, 

 they have become accustomed to the scene, which provides an opportunity to 
overcome shyness and is a preparation for public speeches, 

 pupils are aware of the culture of words, 

 preparation of the performance contributed to the development of creativity, 
inventive activity and increased sensitivity to the reception of art, 

 they learned and developed their own passions and strengthened their self-
confidence, 

 they are responsible for their roles, 

 they understood and conveyed to the audience the essence of Christmas. 
 
  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x4laeyE4B1Y
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“In the Kurpian Chamber” - Back to the Roots 
 

AUTHORS 
Elżbieta Siernicka 
Anita Dąbrowska  

 
SUBJECT 
Drama, Art, Polish language, regional Kurpian dialect 

 
THEME 
Kurpian Stand Up Drama 

 
AIMS 

 the main objective of the project is to develop pupils' basic skills using multi-
disciplinary and interdisciplinary methods, involving their artistic abilities and 
natural need for knowledge, interaction and fun,  

 to study the impact of our regional culture and traditions, cultivated in the 
Kurpie region, on learning, 

 to promote our heritage and regional culture locally and internationally 
through workshops and public events based on pupil performances, 

 motivate pupils from different backgrounds, those at risk of educational, 
economic and social failure and at risk of social exclusion, to learn not only 
their mother tongue and regional dialect, but also foreign languages such as 
English and German, as a basis for their future education and employment 
career, 

 to involve weaker pupils in the project activities and thus to develop their 
motivation to continue learning, 

 to develop pupils’ creativity, responsibility and self-confidence by involving 
them in the whole process of planning, organising and presenting their 
achievements, as well as supporting their creativity and skills, 

 to develop pupils' learning autonomy while making them responsible for it, 

 to promote sensitivity and understanding for minorities, people with difficulties 
and people with disabilities,  

 to develop tolerance by involving pupils with disabilities, pupils with 
difficulties and pupils facing other obstacles in the project activities, 

 to promote the school as a centre for cooperation between teachers, pupils, 
school staff, parents, local writers, artists and local cultural centres, 

 -to promote the school as a place where you can learn not only about the 
subjects in class, but also about your roots and regional heritage in the form 
of having fun during extracurricular activities, 

 to shape patriotic feelings - to preserve the memory of the old spiritual and 
material culture, a sense of belonging to a "small homeland", to express 
feelings of love and pride, 

 to prepare for public speeches and willing to work in a group or a team. 
 

ACTIVITIES 
During the extracurricular classes, the pupils, under the supervision of a Polish 

language teacher, started working on the preparation of a stand - up drama 
performance "In the Kurpie Chamber", according to the script of the folk artist - Mr 
Jan Kania. The idea behind this project was that there is no future without the past 
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and that we could not allow the speech and achievements of our ancestors to be 
forgotten. We observe that it is less and less possible to hear the Kurpian dialect 
speech even in a Kurpian village. We can also see that our customs are changing 
today, we spend our time in a completely different way, but thanks to our ancestors 
we are attached to what has passed, to tradition, because it is our roots, from which 
we cannot cut ourselves off. For us today, this is a different world, but it is one that 
has given rise to our times.  

In the performance, we can recreate fragments from the lives of our 
grandfathers, great-grandfathers; learn what they did, how they spent their time, 
what was important for them.  

We started our preparations in March 2017 by inviting "people from here" - 
folk artists from a neighbouring village to our school, who actively participate in the 
regional singing and dancing ensemble in Myszyniec. During the meeting, pupils and 
teachers listened attentively to wonderful stories about the former village, learning 
about a school from olden times, rural games, dances, holidays, hardships faced by 
former village dwellers, etc. Our guests talked like the former folk storytellers in the 
original speech of the indigenous Kurpie people with passion, which aroused respect 
and recognition among middle school pupils. 

 In May, the same year, we organised a meeting with a contemporary poet, 
Grażyna Reszka, who is closely associated with the Kurpie region. We learnt about 
not only the poetic artistry of the "poetess from here", but also the beauty of nature, 
which she was observing in her poems and the expression of feelings to her native 
land.  

The direct preparations for the show consisted in acquainting the pupils with 
the script, reading it in the Kurpian dialect, explaining prosaisms and regionalisms 
that were not understood by the pupils. This way, a great opportunity was created, 
to talk about Kurpian customs and what has survived to this day. Then, the pupils 
chose their roles themselves. We spent a lot of time reading the script so that 
everything was alive on stage. In addition, we practiced voice strength, emphasizing 
and phrasing with the indication of the Kurpian speech melody, the way of speaking 
of the villagers, and we had breathing exercises. We broke down the barriers of 
timidity and made a stage move.  

Thanks to these activities, the pupils got to know the elements of the Kurpian 
dialect and the specific names of the old equipment, the design of the Kurpian 
chamber, the folk costume, etc. We also worked on the elements supplementing the 
performance: dance, music, and singing. We chose Kurpian songs and dances and 
practised them. We discussed the subject of the old Kurpian songs and discovered 
that a Kurpian song is a treasure of knowledge about the old customs. Pupils from 
another of our school departments, from Klon, were also involved in the production. 
They danced one of the Kurpian dances.  

We have established cooperation with an animator of Kurpian singing and 
dancing, who has been a friend of our school for a long time. Under her direction, 
we learned to sing and dance.  

In order to get to know the Kurpian dances better, we went to the Kurpie 
Culture Centre in Myszyniec with a group of pupils from Klon and Dąbrowy. The 
director of the Culture Centre introduced us to the activities of the Cultural Centre 
and the achievements of the local regional groups. And one of the animators of 
Kurpian dances conducted professional dance exercises with our group. During our 
stay, a dance rehearsal of the "Myszyniacy" folk group took place. So we had the 
opportunity to learn "from the best". The pupils noticed that dancing was a great 
joy for the dancers, so they come to rehearsals after work - they are real enthusiasts. 
The most interesting experience for the youngsters were common dances in pairs of 
pupils with the members of the professional team.  
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The author of the script, Mr Jan Kania, came to our school for the final 
rehearsals and the performance. He is also a master of playing on the pedal 
accordion, thanks to which we heard live Kurpian music, which undoubtedly 
enchanted and enlivened us. The art group from our school prepared a window to 
the Kurpian chamber, which completed the scenery. We obtained props to decorate 
the chamber from the Regional Chamber of the Municipal Cultural Centre in Rozogi. 
The girls and the boys wore the original Kurpian costumes during the performance. 
The premiere took place in the Regional Chamber in our school department in 
Dąbrowy, where the props were also used. The final performance took place in the 
Municipality Cultural Centre in Rozogi, on 22nd December 2017. After the end of 
the performance, all the spectators and participants had the opportunity to taste 
carrot and wholemeal, old recipe of Kurpian cakes, called "Fafernuchy", which were 
baked by a lady from the library and a teacher of English. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6kayZSNNlk4   
http://www.zsrozogi.pl/index.php/dzialania-projektowe  

 
ACHIEVEMENTS 

 20 pupils, 4 teachers and 2 animators took part in the activity,  

 promotion of the region, Kurpian culture and the school during the stand-up 
drama public performance,  

 the pupils prepared a wonderful show, which they presented to their 
colleagues, teachers and the wider public, 

 they became accustomed to the scene, which provides an opportunity to 
overcome shyness and is a preparation for public speeches, 

 pupils will be aware of the words culture,  

 they discovered and strengthened their passions, built self-confidence, and 
unleashed their creativity, 

 they will be responsible for their respective roles, 

 preparations for the presentation undoubtedly contributed to the 
improvement of teamwork - social competences necessary on the labour 
market,  

 the school played a significant role in the popularization of the Kurpian culture 

 while working on the show, the pupils developed their basic skills, using their 
artistic predispositions, such as acting, dancing and art, in extracurricular 
activities in the form of play, 

 cooperation and interaction of pupils with various problems and disabilities 
with more capable ones, encouraged and motivated them to learn, also the 
regional dialect of our villages. On the other hand, better pupils have learned 
to tolerate and accept otherness, and especially disability, 

 the pupils developed their creativity, responsibility and self-confidence. 
During the performance, they also had the opportunity to promote their 
acquired skills, 

 the final presentation promoted the school as a cooperation centre not only 
for parents but also for the local community and institutions such as cultural 
centres and the public library, 

 the school is a place where you can also get to know your roots and regional 
heritage in the form of having fun outside the classroom, shaping attitudes and 
patriotic feelings as well as a sense of belonging to the "small homeland". 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6kayZSNNlk4
http://www.zsrozogi.pl/index.php/dzialania-projektowe
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d. Slovenian 

Little Firefly 
 

AUTHORS 
Mateja Kališnik 
Romana Zore 

 
SUBJECTS: 
Art, music 
 
THEME: 
Musical 
 
AIMS: 

 to develop literary reading skills, 

 to interpret a selected literary text, 

 to develop vocal technique, 

 to develop the art of performing and drama enactment in connection with 
singing, 

 to develop the ability to cooperate, listen and adapt, 

 to express, experience, understand and assess a literary text, 

 to develop a pupil’s basic skills through interdisciplinary methods and through 
a musical, 

 to develop creativity and responsibility through taking part in the process of 
planning, organizing and presenting a musical. 

 
ACTIVITIES 

Pupils first got acquainted with the musical theatrical work Little Firefly. The 
roles were distributed among pupils and they started learning the text, to sing and 
to act. First the common singing acts were learned. Then pupils practised solo acts 
individually with the mentor. Text reading and story enacting followed. Along the 
way singing acts were introduced into the storyline and finally pupils practised the 
musical as a whole. The art group designed the scenery and costumes, and the 
singing-dancing and drama groups worked on setting up the Little Firefly musical. 
 
ACHIEVEMENTS 

Pupils got acquainted with the author of Little Firefly, they extracted its main 
theme and applied it to real life. They participated actively in all parts of 
preparations, from planning, organizing to executing the musical. They learned to 
work in teams, to adapt, cooperate and take responsibility to carry out the plan. 
They discovered communication is a crucial part of cooperation, they developed 
creativity, took on challenges such as stage fright, built on their confidence, and 
improved their communication skills, sense of responsibility and ability to adapt. 
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The Sound of Music 
 

AUTHORS 
Mateja Kališnik 
Romana Zore 

 
SUBJECTS: 
Art, music 
 
THEME: 
Musical 
 
AIMS: 

 To develop literary reading skills, 

 To interpret a selected literary text, 

 To develop vocal technique, 

 To develop the ability to listen and to develop an ear for music,  

 To express, experience, understand and assess a literary text, 

 To learn about everyday life at the time before WW2, 

 To teach pupils to depict a certain character, 

 To develop a pupil’s basic skills through interdisciplinary methods and through 
a musical, 

 To develop creativity and responsibility through taking part in the process of 
planning, organizing and presenting a musical. 

 
ACTIVITIES 

Pupils enacted the musical The Sound of Music. Having watched the film The 
Sound of Music first, their mentors guided them in extracting the text, prepare the 
scenes and the script. The roles were then distributed among pupils. The art group 
designed the scenery and costumes, and the singing-dancing and drama groups 
worked on setting up the musical. 
 
ACHIEVEMENTS 

Pupils got acquainted with life before WW2. They participated actively in 
all parts of preparations, from planning, organizing to executing the musical. They 
learned to work in teams, to adapt, cooperate and take responsibility to carry out 
the plan. They discovered communication is a crucial part of cooperation, they 
developed creativity, took on challenges such as stage fright, built on their 
confidence, and improved their communication skills, sense of responsibility and 
ability to adapt. They developed an ear for music each to their own abilities. They 
also developed the ability to listen. 
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We Are the Nation on the Best Location 
 

AUTHORS: 
Živa Blatnik 
Tjaša Spruk 

 
SUBJECTS: 
Art and drama 
 
THEMES: 
independence, unity and nationality  
 
AIMS: 

 to perform in public and respect the etiquette on stage and  

 to follow the rules of etiquette at cultural events,  

 to get acquainted with the elements of a play,  

 to be aware of one’s culture and language, 

 to understand the importance of Independence and Unity Day, 

 to express patriotism in Slovenia, 

 to interpret, express, experience, understand and assess a literary text, 

 to depict a character, 

 to develop a pupil’s basic skill through interdisciplinary methods over through 
a play, 

 to develop creativity and responsibility through taking part in the process of 
planning, organizing and acting-out a play, 

 to be aware of the contribution of interesting scene solutions, music, dancing, 
and modern ICT at showing a play. 

 
ACTIVITIES 

Pupils acted out the play We Are the Nation on the Best Location, adapted 
from the work by Andrej Rozman - Roza. First, pupils had to get acquainted with 
the plot of the play. The themes were studied thoroughly and the Independence and 
Unity Day was also included. Some words such as plebiscite required explaining. In 
order for younger pupils to also understand the topic of independence, members of 
the drama club recorded a short video about a first grader’s independent and 
dependent arrival to school, which was then skilfully included in the scenario of the 
event. Pupils then split into groups and divided the work. The art group made the 
scenery for the play, the dance-music group learned the Slovene national anthem 
and other state songs and recitals, and prepared a Christmas-themed dance act, 
while the drama group worked on the text of the play. The play was acted out at 
the school event, a day before the Slovene national holiday. 
 
ACHIEVEMENTS 

Pupils learned in an active way about the meaning of the Independence and 
Unity Day in Slovenia. They actively participated in all parts of in all parts of 
creating, from planning, organizing to executing the acting-out of the play.  They 
learned to work in teams, to adapt, cooperate and take responsibility to carry out 
the plan. They discovered communication is a crucial part of cooperation, they 
developed creativity, faced stage fright, built on their confidence, and improved 
their communication skills, sense of responsibility and ability to adapt.  
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My Town 
 

AUTHOR 
Vesna Kropivšek 

 
SUBJECT: 
Art 
 
THEME: 
Art - combined techniques 
 
AIMS: 

 to develop the ability to create art, 

 to interpret a chosen motif in an artistic manner, 

 to combine various art techniques incorporating recycled materials, 

 to express, experience, understand and assess an art product, 

 to express a pupil’s creativity. 
 
ACTIVITIES 

We organized an international art competition titled My Town and invited all 
Slovenian primary schools and several schools from abroad to take part. Eventually, 
41 Slovene and 5 schools from abroad participated. We received art works from 
Slovenia, Croatia, Poland, Romania, Bulgaria and Greece. Two schools for pupils 
with special needs also participated. The artworks had to be in accordance with the 
call for applicants: they had to depict the “My Town” motif and they had to 
incorporate a combination of art techniques. The committee of three art teachers 
selected the best artworks in each category and awarded them with certificates 
and prizes. These artworks were then featured in a school exhibition. The winning 
pupils and their mentors were invited to the opening of the exhibition. 
 
ACHIEVEMENTS 

Pupils from our school as well as pupils from our Erasmus+ school partners 
actively participated in the competition. They created artworks and expressed their 
outlook on the theme My Town.   

Pupils from our school actively participated in preparing the exhibition at the 
school hallways. They learned to work in a team, to adapt, cooperate and take 
responsibility for executing their work. Thus they strengthened the aesthetic sense 
for art and learned to respect artworks by other pupils.  
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A Winter Fairy Tale 
 

AUTHORS 
Vesna Kropivšek 
Sonja Završnik 

 
TITLE: 
A Winter Fairy Tale 
 
SUBJECT: 
Art 
 
THEME: 
Art - combined techniques 
 
AIMS: 

 to develop the ability to create art, 

 to interpret a chosen motif in an artistic manner, 

 to combine various art techniques incorporating recycled materials, 

 to express, experience, understand and assess an art product, 

 to express a pupil’s creativity. 
 
ACTIVITIES 

We organized an international art competition titled A Winter Fairy Tale and 
invited all Slovenian primary schools and several schools from abroad to take part. 
Eventually, 60 Slovene and 5 schools from abroad participated. We received art 
works from Slovenia, Croatia, Poland, Romania, Spain and Greece. Two schools for 
pupils with special needs also participated. The artworks had to be in accordance 
with the call for applicants: they had to depict the winter fairy tale motif and they 
had to incorporate a combination of art techniques. The committee of three art 
teachers selected the best artworks in each category and awarded them with 
certificates and prizes. These artworks were then featured in a school exhibition. 
The winning pupils and their mentors were invited to the opening of the exhibition. 
 
ACHIEVEMENTS 

Pupils from our school as well as pupils from our Erasmus+ school partners 
actively participated in the competition. They created artworks and expressed 
their outlook on the theme A Winter Fairy Tale.   

Pupils from our school actively participated in preparing the exhibition at 
the school hallways. They learned to work in a team, to adapt, cooperate and 
take responsibility for executing their work. Thus they strengthened the aesthetic 
sense for art and learned to respect artworks by other pupils. 
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INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON PUPIL 
COMPETENCES: paper abstracts 
 

Official conference website: 
http://icc.splet.arnes.si/ 
 
 

Official conference proceedings: 
http://icc.splet.arnes.si/files/delightful-
downloads/2017/10/Zbornik-MKK17.pdf 
 
 

Paper abstracts: 
 

Dare to Dream and Think "Positive" 
 

AUTHORS 
Katerina Atmatzidou 
Maria Theodoridou 

 
ABSTRACT 
 

This presentation refers to a project which was realized by 7 school 
organizations of the municipality of Tanagra in Greece during the school year 
2014-15. The innovation was that the participating schools were of different 
educational levels (4-11, 12-15, 16-19 years old). In Greek the word “positive” 

(θετικά) has a double meaning. It is used to refer to STEM lessons and also has the 

meaning of positive e.g. attitude towards life. The aim of our project was on the one 
hand to motivate pupils, teachers, community members and municipality staff to 
collaborate with each other, to inspire and be inspired in positive common actions 

with the aim to create a positive future for citizens in our municipality. On the other 

hand, having the curriculum as a base for both primary and lower-upper secondary 
education, we planned activities implicating all the educational levels as well as 
individual activities in order to explore and capture STEM knowledge. We have 
approached our aims through the four key elements that constitute the project 
objectives: a. Continuation of student status at the various levels of education, b. 
Expansion of active citizenship, c. Demand for the STEM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Math) professions, d. Acquisition of a positive attitude towards life 
and fellow man. This presentation is expected to highlight the important role of the 
collaboration amongst teachers and pupils of different educational levels deriving 
from the combination of dreaming, learning and practicing in the STEM lessons and 
positive attitude. 
 

 
 

  

http://icc.splet.arnes.si/
http://icc.splet.arnes.si/files/delightful-downloads/2017/10/Zbornik-MKK17.pdf
http://icc.splet.arnes.si/files/delightful-downloads/2017/10/Zbornik-MKK17.pdf
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“Go the Sun” - the Use of 
Renewable Energy Sources 

 

AUTHOR 
Barbara Świder 

 
ABSTRACT 
 

To involve pupils in various educational activities is the excellent way for 
spending spare time. It is an opportunity for meeting, discussions and implementation 
of the ideas. The joint performance of the tasks caused that the students used their 
ingenuity, were creative and had to overcome their own shyness. Mutual learning. 
In the first stage, the students had to adapt the power extracted from the 
photovoltaic panels to the energy use of the school computer lab. For this purpose, 
they computed the electrical energy consumption in each room of the school building. 
On the basis of the data, they provided information on the amounts of carbon 
dioxide emitted by a power plant for the production of electrical energy for the 
school building. Firstly, before creating a computer simulation of photovoltaic 
installations, the students had to know the level of the solar access of the building 
and its roof pitch. On the basis of the collected data and their own calculations, they 
provided costs and gains of photovoltaic installations. In the second stage, the pupils 
had to adapt the power extracted from the photovoltaic panels to the energy use 
of five detached houses. The students chose five of their own houses and their 
parents gave their consent to make measurements and calculations of the costs and 
gains of photovoltaic installations. The pupils organized meetings in which the data 
collected at each stage of the project were presented to their schoolmates and 
parents. The students presented the results of their work via multimedia 
presentations. They answered the questions as well. On June 14th, 2016 the final 
conference promoting energy from renewable sources was organized at the Local 
Culture Centre of Rozogi and it was addressed to the inhabitants of Rozogi 
Commune. The students who took part in the project presented the results of their 
work. The students have developed their teamwork skills; they timely fulfilled their 
obligations and tasks which were dependent on one another, they have improved 
their communication skills using the web-based tools, they have developed their 
creativity as the execution of the project and organizing the meetings with their 
peers and adults called for innovative ideas and solutions and they have overcome 
the public speaking barriers. 
 

 
 

Learning to Learn Competence in 
Young Adolescents with Dyslexia 

 

AUTHOR 
Tanja Černe 

 
ABSTRACT 
 

Learning to learn competence is the key to surviving in today's knowledge 
society, able to support both lifelong learning and individual well-being. With 
regard to children, the aim is to help develop their strengths and interests, as well 
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as the motivational, social, learning and compensational strategies that can enable 
full independence. The skills of abstract thinking, planning, and consequence 
prediction, as well as the abilities to reflect on one's own learning process, accept 
one's own decisions and decrease emotional dependence, all rapidly develop 
during adolescence. However, compared to their peers, adolescents with dyslexia 
tend to achieve poorer academic outcomes due to various neuropsychological and 
neurophysiological reasons, and challenges they face with regard to metacognitive 
awareness, self-regulated learning, and the use of suitable motivational strategies, 
thus leading to lower self-efficacy. Moreover, such individuals often aim to get their 
peers and concerned adults to assist them, or even to do their school duties instead 
of them. When learning, adolescents with dyslexia mainly use cognitive strategies 
of repeating the subject matter, and tend to apply organizational and elaborative 
strategies only when given the support and social resources to do so. Overall, 
adolescents with dyslexia tend to develop motivational strategies of learned 
helplessness, test anxiety and defensive pessimism. As they themselves report, they 
are more likely to suffer from emotional stress than their peers, and, as reported by 
teachers and parents, social conflicts, thus requiring intensive help within familiar 
and safe environment. This article presents an experience of using reciprocal 
questioning and the related teaching procedures and principles in a clinical special 
educational context. The influences of metacognition, learning motivation and self-
determination on the learning to learn competence are explained, and 
metacognitive and motivational self-determination strategies are presented which 
are suitable for use in the classroom environment or special education training, and 
enable the realization of the risk-resilience paradigm in inclusive regular schools. At 
the end of this article we point out the importance of comprehensive collaborative 
learning, the need for a trans-disciplinary treatment of the subjects raised in this 
article, and the applicative value of neuroscience findings with regard to school 
politics and praxis, especially in the area of educating adolescents with dyslexia. 
 

 
 

Competences on stage 
 

AUTHOR 
Veronika Tavčar 

 
ABSTRACT 
 

The article presents main benefits of using drama methods in teaching where 
more key competences are being successfully stimulated. A practical example of 
learning English through drama is given and some opportunities for cross-curricular 
integration are suggested. The article also shows the influence of drama on social 
behaviour and classroom relations throughout a classroom unity project. The effects 
of drama on students, who had the opportunity to participate in English drama 
project, are nicely verbalized in their reflections that prove the true power of drama 
experience. 
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Masterpieces Meet The Big 5 
 

AUTHOR 
Karmen Pokorny 

 
ABSTRACT 
 

Learning about the world is essential to satisfy our needs, curiosity and 
imagination. The purpose of this article is to introduce some teaching methods and 
strategies, based on personal experience that are applied in teaching in the lower 
grades of primary school. In years of teaching, according to the methods of 
convergent pedagogy and integration of English language in the school subjects, 
different activities have been provided to enhance higher order thinking skills and 
good communication competences. For this reason, the teacher in the role of an 
assistant provoked children to get involved in taking part in the learning process, 
from planning to assessment, drawing attention to self-evaluation. In collaboration 
with children, searching of new ways, different strategies and techniques are 
necessary in order to teach them to express feelings and opinions, give suggestions 
and make arguments. In discussion with children, it is worthwhile to exploit children’s 
interests and potentials that are powerful in helping them improve knowledge, 
abilities, creativity and self-esteem. Implementing classical and modern 
masterpieces of world renowned artists in the teaching of Language Arts, starting 
already at the early stage of primary school, proves how effective and valuable it 
is for child's improvement in long life learning. 
 

 
 

Creative Use of Knowledge by 
Making a Didactic Game 

 

AUTHOR 
Živa Blatnik 

 
ABSTRACT 
 

As a teacher of Slovenian language I was interested at the end of the school 
year whether the ninth graders have acquired the knowledge of literature and its 
structure (knowing essential works of literature, literary theory and history), whether 
the students would be able to use their knowledge creatively in new situations, where 
the possible gaps in knowledge are and whether they can identify them critically 
and fill them initially – either with the help of discussion with their classmates or the 
use of teaching accessories (notes, professional literature, use of ICT). To encourage 
pupils’ intrinsic motivation and active participation, we have decided on a more 

dynamic method of work − didactic game. At first the pupils were not intended as 
players, but game developers. They were confronted with a problem solving task 
to make a didactic game by following an example of a popular social game 
Activity, which would revise the knowledge of concepts connected to literature. 
During the first lessons pupils used the techniques of brainstorming and matrix 
brainstorming to recall the acquired subject matter, to connect and arrange it 
systematically and thus came up with around two hundred headwords appropriate 
for the use in the didactic game. In the following lessons they thought about 
individual headwords in groups. What does an individual headword mean? What 
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would be the easiest way for a player to show it? How difficult is it to show the 
headword? They defined the types of how each headword can be shown (speaking, 

gesture, drawing) and the level of difficulty (3‒5). It turned out that pupils had to 
use a lot more acquired knowledge and other competence (self-initiative, working 
with written sources, social skills, communicating with classmates, creativity, critical 
insight into their own knowledge and learning) while making the didactic game, as 
opposed to just playing it. 
 

 
 

Bring Your Lessons to Life 
 

AUTHOR 
Nejc Grošelj 

 
ABSTRACT 
 

Imagine exploring coral reefs or the surface of Mars in an afternoon. With 
Google mobile app Expeditions, teachers can take students on immersive, virtual 
journeys. Expeditions are collections of linked virtual reality content and supporting 
materials that can be used alongside existing curriculum. These trips are collections 
of virtual reality panoramas — 360° panoramas and 3D images — annotated with 
details, points of interest, and questions that make them easy to integrate into 
curriculum already used in your classes. Students of Grammar school Jurij Vega 
Idrija got a better insight into learning the selected content in the classes of 
informatics and biology. The article will show many advantages of such a learning 
process and a cost-effective solution for creating an own learning environment for 
the work with this application.  
 

 
 

Learning and Teaching Planning Based on the 
Knowledge of Personal Perceptual Style 

 
AUTHOR 

Anja Pančur Kosirnik 
 
ABSTRACT 
 

Learning is a complex system of knowledge and skills. This system also includes 
perceptual styles of individuals. Knowing a personal perceptual style has a 
significant impact on achieving learning objects effectively. This applies to pupils as 
well as their teachers. The former can choose appropriate strategies, methods and 
learning techniques by knowing their perceptual style, while the latter can plan 
lessons effectively using teaching methods more appropriate for the group of pupils 
by knowing the dominant perceptual style of the class. 
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Somewhere over the Rainbow 
 

AUTHOR 
Maša Pikl 

 
ABSTRACT 
 

In this article, we will introduce the method of developing new neural 
connections in the brain using creative activities that are interesting and attractive 
for children, combined with use of movement patterns and aimed exercises. We 
optimized our process by fusing the knowledge of neurology, movement, 
pedagogical kinesiology and pedagogics. We wanted to improve each individual’s 
least developed abilities. All of them are recognized as children with special needs 
but their deficits differ from each other. The group included a student with signs of 
autism, a student with signs of dyslexia, two students with speech difficulties and a 
student with attention deficit disorder. Given the current season and different 
creative capabilities, we chose the Rainbow theme. We used movement across the 
midline that encourages cooperation between both brain hemispheres. Afterwards 
we adjusted the activities to suit the individual’s needs and functions. During 
research, we noticed several improvements of working motivation, self-initiative and 
desire to express themselves. We believe our methods will show long-term success 
in separate areas of research as well, provided we maintain this process and include 
additional ideas.   

 

 
 

Teaching Positive Features and 
Feelings in Primary School 

 

AUTHOR 
Eleni Alexaki 

 
ABSTRACT 
 

Having observed for years the way the pupils characterize each other, it 
became obvious that they focus mainly on their negative characteristics. Promoting 
and focusing on their positive characteristics could improve and make their 
relationships more functional as it would lead to only positive sentiments. The 
purpose of this paper is to pinpoint the benefits pupils gain when they work on 
thinking and acting in a positive way and present innovating activities which were 
put in practice and were successful. The aims of the whole project, which took place 
the 1st Primary School of Schimatari with pupils from 7-11 years old, were to: 

•   Study and understand positive attributes and feelings. 
•   Making their classmates and themselves aware of these elements. 
•   Expressing characterizations, emotions and exercising positive practices to 

each other. 
•   Stimulate self-esteem and self-confidence of students. 
•   Acceptance of diversity, distinguishing its positive features. 
It was proven that by the end of the project the pupils developed closer 

relationships, learned more about themselves, gained more self-confidence, learned 
to accept each other as they were, felt important in the group and learned how to 
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express their positive feeling with respect and cooperation with each other. 
 

 
 

Teaching Through Playfulness and Learning 
Through Active Involvement 

 

AUTHOR 
Renata Babič 

 
ABSTRACT 
 

The principles of School Lila are called Education for life. The students gain 
academic knowledge through self-initiative, responsibility, self-expression, equality 
with adults etc. The teachers have a relationship with each student and we get to 
know them through the school year. Therefore, we are able to include the students’ 
interests in the lessons and then the students become actively involved. The teachers 
teach subjects they are passionate about and they pass on the passion through 
playfulness to the students. In the lecture I will shortly introduce School Lila and give 
examples of teachers’ playfulness and inventiveness and of the students’ active and 
proactive involvement in lessons. 

 
 

 
 

Developing Digital Competence 
in High School Students 

 

AUTHOR 
Aljoša Soklič 

 
ABSTRACT 
 

In the field of education, nowadays student’s own activity in the process of 
knowledge building is very important, therefore digital literacy is crucial. 
Furthermore, as society is becoming digitalized, lifelong learning is becoming a 
necessity for all of its members. This paper presents an example of six months’ 
digital competence developing, carried out in third grade high school students 
during physics, mathematics and sociology lessons. The paper focuses on empirical 
research based on a questionnaire. Its results have shown improvement in 
knowledge, skills and attitudes in digital competence. It was found out that all three 
essential components which students need to be digitally competent have improved 
by systematic classwork. 
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Development of Social Competence at 
Improv Theatre Workshops 

 

AUTHOR 
Mojca Fuchs Lukežič 

 
ABSTRACT 
 

This article derives from the fact that more and more pupils are uninterested 
in school, have low self-esteem, suffer from lack of self-confidence, have difficulty 
including themselves into team work, are easily distracted, hyperactive, and 
emotionally and socially immature. And for such group of individual pupils, Improv 
Theatre Workshops are intended. Aims of Improv Theatre Workshops are: 
development of social-emotional and intellectual development through an activity 
that helps pupils understand themselves, their feelings, experiences, motivations, and 
evaluate and comprehend themselves, which leads to and can therefore result in 
strong social competence. Pupils attending Improv Theatre Workshops are trained 
in improvisational disciplines, theatrical social games, which require commitment, 
concentration and motivation, while offering personal freedom at the same time. 
The main principle of Improv Theatre Workshop “Everything is right!” creates 
positive and accepting environment, where pupils are not afraid to make a mistake. 
They are strengthening their self-confidence, self-esteem, creativity, and learn to 
trust and overcome stage fright, while collaborating with others. The quietest and 
shiest students learn to take initiative to set up a scene, while the ones that are 
characteristically louder and stronger learn to submit to a common goal – to create 
a good scene. Pupils who are indifferent at the beginning, are encouraged to react 
and respond by Improv Theatre Workshops, since all pupils strive to belong, to be 
important and to be confirmed. And that is undoubtedly achieved through a scene 
that attracts laughter and applause from the audience. Improv disciplines and 
exercises with their goals will be presented at the workshop. Later on, participants 
will be encouraged to perform the games. 

 

 
 

Developing Social Competences 
with Musical Kresniček 

 
AUTHOR 

Mateja Kališnik 
 
ABSTRACT 
 

When planning our project work, staging of the musical Kresniček (i.e. Little 
Firefly), I was wondering about individual pupils, their talents and deficits, where 
and how they can evolve and how will participating in the project influence their 
personal growth and development. I am convinced that singing can fulfil a person 
and helps them to cope with their inner fears and deficits in a different way. With 
the help of singing, acting and, especially, correct use of vocal technique, certain 
problems or deficits can also be solved. For example, a pupil who is not self-
confident and has bad self-image will have a hard time singing aloud and stay in 
the correct, open singing posture. Also a pupil who is not in touch with himself and 
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unaware of his essence will find it difficult to feel and use his in-depth breath, 
support his tone and give his voice a volume. While learning the songs in the musical, 
pupils were learning vocal techniques which helped them to have a better self-image 
and awareness of themselves. Many pupils overcame stage fright and the fear of 
being exposed. Some pupils needed approval in the process and I could sense that 
they believed in themselves, their work and were more self-confident while 
performing. The dramatic part of the musical connected pupils, they learned how to 
adjust to one another and to a current situation, how to trust one another and believe 
that everyone will give their best performance, they developed their own creativity 
to enact the movement of a certain character and helped one another to learn the 
text. I found out that time is crucial when it comes to development of an individual. 
All pupils made progress in the course of the preparation for the musical Kresniček 
and developed their potential, but in different directions and in accordance with 
their own natural endowment and the influence of the environment they are coming 
from.  
 

 
 

Development of Digital Competences 
of Pupils in Primary School 

 

AUTHOR 
Vesna Mrkela 

 
ABSTRACT 
 

Children's daily life used to be games outside, but not anymore. Today's kid 
spends time in front of electronic devices. Instead of putting so much emphasis on 
reading literacy, we should ask ourselves what schools do to improve digital literacy 
of pupils. Teachers at Dušan Flis Hoče Primary School have started a project called 
Usklajen razvoj digitalnih kompetenc vseh učencev (A vertically aligned development 
of digital competences in all pupils). The awareness of the importance of digital 
competences at our school is increasing. The main goal is to improve digital literacy 
of our pupils and our organization was as follows: teachers gathered, went through 
curriculums and digital aims they need to follow and began with digitalization at 
lessons. We are going to present the road we took – organization of it all, 
presentation of our work and insight into the future – what now and how to go on? 
In this project we work hand in hand with The National Education Institute of Slovenia 
(ZRSŠ). The first educational period worked on digital basics: how to turn on the 
computer, how to write and draw in Painter. The second educational period dealt 
with the usage of e-classrooms and building pupils' digital identity. The last 
educational period put more emphasis on solving problems using digital technology. 
They were taught how to check the security configuration and how to react if their 
computer is infected – safe use of digital technology. 
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Competence Development Trough Journalism 
from the 1st up to the 9th Grade 

 

AUTHOR 
Helena Brezar 

 
ABSTRACT 
 

With this article, I describe the practical experience of encouragement and 
development of potentials, creativity and through this the essential competences with 
pupils in the first, second and third triad of Maria Vera Primary School in Kamnik 
that are included in the journalist club within the after school facilities, the school 
radio club or the compulsory subject called school journalism. The working method 
as well as the final results are presented. Our goal is that pupils, as independently 
as possible, create a newspaper or a radio show with their contributions. We, the 
teachers are just in the role of mentors who lead and encourage them. During their 
work as journalists, they practically develop and upgrade all eight key 
competences. By forming texts in their native language, and some pupils write texts 
in a foreign language as well, they strengthen their communication skills and their 
cultural awareness. Collaborative work, intergenerational bonding, learning from 
experience, peer learning and exchange of experience significantly influence their 
social skills. The pupils develop their digital competence since they learn how to 
organise texts and recordings in different computer programmes. During their work 
pupils show a lot of own initiative because they are highly motivated. They have the 
choice to choose the activity they wish to work on, either in the journalist club or as 
a compulsory subject. The work positively influences their self-confidence, their status 
in society and communication. 
 

 
 

Pupil’s Own Responsibility 
in the Learning Process 

 

AUTHOR 
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ABSTRACT 
 

In the recent years, many teachers have aimed at getting acquainted with 
new didactic approaches that enable pupils to be actively involved in the teaching 
process from the planning stage onwards, thus enabling pupils to take part in a 
different way of teaching. It is this new way of teaching that can be motivational, 
especially since a decrease in motivation for learning has been noted among some 
pupils. Teachers wish to incorporate learning that pupils can identify with and 
motivate them to be active learners and make them think what they are learning 
about, how they learn and how successful they are in the learning process. But – 
how? The National Education Institute Slovenia has been actively involved in 
supporting teachers in this process by launching a project titled Formative 
Assessment in Support of Learning. The elements of formative assessment are 
divided into five steps: (i) the purpose of learning and success criteria, (ii) proof, (iii) 
feedback, (iv) questions supporting learning and self-assessment, and (v) peer 
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assessment. At our school, one teacher, having previously undergone intensive 
education on the subject matter, got actively involved in the project. By examples 
of good practice, she has inspired her colleagues, too. The goal of the school is for 
formative assessment to spread among most of its teachers. It has been found out 
that in the process of formative assessment students are more motivated, more 
successful, more confident and more creative. Each student can do their best 
according to their abilities in different fields of school work. Pupils know exactly 
what they are learning and what knowledge they will have to gain to be successful. 
They learn about being cooperative instead of competitive. They show their 
knowledge in a variety of ways and, foremost, they take responsibility for their own 
learning. 
 

 
 

School Libraries and School Librarians 
in the Republic of Croatia 

 

AUTHOR 
Nataša Mesić Muharemi 

 
ABSTRACT 
 

It has been a long time since a library was just a place where books are 
borrowed. It is the cultural, intellectual and information centre of the school. In the 
school libraries of the Republic of Croatia library-information education is being 
conducted and certain topics are covered through the all eight years of schooling. 
Lifelong learning is important for the work of the librarians, and librarianship 
organizations, with their numerous projects, play a big role in the promotion and 
improvement of school libraries. 
 

 
 

Slovenian Cultural Heritage in Technical Extracurricular 
Activities Developing Student’s Competence 

 

AUTHOR 
Veronika Koščak 

 
ABSTRACT 
 

The main aim is to show how a teacher can pass the subject matter in an easier 
and more understandable way when teaching technical course as well as Technical 
extracurricular activities. The topics are quite extensive and the teacher could face 
a problem how to teach the subject matter in a way that the pupils will understand 
it. The pupils, on the other hand, may have difficulties in finding their own interest 
and remembering all the information. Project work is one of those learning processes 
based on encouraging pupils to take an active part, cooperation, thinking, 
impulsiveness ideas and concepts, experiential learning as well as conditional 
cooperative relations between teachers and students. This way of learning the 
theory and acquiring manual skills has a lot of advantages. The pupils are the active 
performers throughout the project, are motivated, they try to find the possible 
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solutions and form different suggestions about how to solve the problems. At the end 
they assess the results of their work and even more importantly- they learn and 
remember a lot and develop competencies. 

 

 
 

Teaching History and English in Croatia 
 

AUTHOR 
Jasna Schönberger 

 
ABSTRACT 
 

In this article the ways of teaching History and English are analysed. The short 
analysis is based on teacher's experiences in the classroom. The aim is to show 
personal findings and approaches in the education process. It explains how teaching 
in Croatia (as in many other countries) is issued by the Plan and Programme of the 
Ministry of Science and Education. Teachers make plans at the beginning of each 
school year and they have to strictly follow it until the end. As far as teaching is 
concerned, the main challenge when teaching History is the amount of information 
the children are exposed to in grades 5 – 8 (the period from prehistory to the 
present time is covered). The answer to this (according to the article) is a constant 
revision of the key words and events. When it comes to teaching English, the Plan 
and Programme puts accent on the four basic skills (listening, speaking, reading, 
writing) and grammar. However, in this article the teacher emphasizes the aim to 
make students speak, feel good about themselves and learn on their own via media 
and the Internet. The analysis concluded that learning both History and English is 
much more fun if you incorporate games and role plays in teaching and revising 
because in the end it is worth it. 

 

 
 

Teaching Practices in Improving the Writing Skills of Children 
with Special Needs in Primary School 

 

AUTHOR 
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ABSTRACT 
 

In the area of special education, the difficulties of children with special 
educational needs vary. During their career, teachers could meet students with mild 
disorders such as learning difficulties as well as with more serious disorders such as 
autism, Down syndrome, etc. Children with mild disorders have the potential to 
develop, amongst other things, their written speech and written expression. This 
paper presents the work done in a group of pupils (7-8 years old) attending 
remedial education class at our school. In specific ways, the children learn how to 
write, the difficulties they face and the way they themselves tried to solve them, as 
well as the degree to which the goals were met.  The total duration of the program 
was 7 months and the objectives of the program were to: 

a. Develop their subtle mobility 
b. Mature their psychomotor abilities 
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c. Reduce their disintegration  
d. Write to clear boundaries and 
e. Create structured proposals and produce spontaneous written speech. 
The above objectives were not covered by all the students, but this was to be 

expected, because each child has a different personality with different capabilities 
and abilities. For this reason, the teaching practices used were adapted to the level 
of each student. Every pupil has made the most of his/her potential and has made 
progress compared to his/her original starting point. 

 

 
 

Learning Math Can Be Fun 
 

AUTHOR 
Natalija Ručigaj 

 
ABSTRACT 
 

I would like to present the making of mathematical puzzles with which 
students develop the skills they need for lifelong learning. The aim of the puzzle is 
to encourage students with lower abilities to develop basic skills that they need. 
First they make a puzzle themselves, within their capabilities, then they do 
mathematical calculations and put the puzzle in the corresponding rectangle. Once 
they have a solution, they turn it around and get a new interesting fact on the 
other side. 
 

 
 

Lifelong Learning in the Case of Practical Training 
at the College Professional Education 

 

AUTHOR 
Nataša Novak Ipavec 

 
ABSTRACT 
 

Modern society requires from each individual to be proactive, possess general 
knowledge, intellectual curiosity, and to accept the principles of lifelong learning. 
Basic elements of college study programs are designed to develop skills during 
education aimed at introducing students to and training them not only for work but 
also life. The aim of the practical training is to enable students to engage in 
numerous activities in order to actively explore different social roles and find an 
adequate professional and social identity for themselves. Vocational colleges 
consistently cooperate with companies. Successful cooperation with companies takes 
place on several levels: from the execution of education and practical training, 
graduates employment, to promotion of the continuous lifelong training of 
employees. The results of the evaluation of the practical training, by means of which 
the quality of the practical part of education is monitored, have shown that there is 
still some room for improvement. The improvements would be reasonable in the field 
of informing all the three stakeholders of the practical training, in the preparation 
for the practical training through workshops, enhancement of the teaching skills of 
mentors in the companies, expansion of the network of potential employers at home 
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and abroad and maintaining contacts between employers and the college. 
 

 
 

Wie kann man im Deutschunterricht die Schüler 
aktivieren und motivieren? 

 

AUTHOR 
Agnieszka Olender 

 
ABSTRACT 
 

Der Deutschunterricht muss nicht langweilig sein. Man kann auf die interessante 
Weise das Wissen über Deutschland vermitteln und den Unterricht spannend 
durchführen. Wettbewerbe, verschiedene Projekte entwickeln die Fähigkeit Deutsch 
zu sprechen, indem es Lernen mit Spielen verbindet. Man kann lernen und dabei sich 
gut amüsieren. 
 

 
 

Diving Safer with Chemistry Knowledge 
 

AUTHOR 
Nataša Junež 

 
ABSTRACT 
 

A decline in interest for science and also in understanding of science has been 
noticed among young people. The traditional forms of teaching which are largely 
based on the theoretical interpretation of scientific ideas and scientific theories, do 
not contribute enough to improve the situation. One possible solution to this problem 
is the approach of teaching chemistry in context, which has its origins in the beginning 
of the eighties. A different approach to teaching chemistry – teaching in context has 
been carried out in the learning unit of the Gas laws in the 1st year at our secondary 
school. It was carried out by the use of context where the concepts were connected 
to everyday life and social issues in the area of teaching chemistry. The learning 
unit was presented with the use of the program called exe, by which the presentation 
of films, animations and solving of applied tasks on the interactive whiteboard was 
enabled. Students had access to the learning unit also via the online classroom 
Moodle. The purpose of my learning unit of the Gas laws was to improve secondary 
school teaching methods and learning chemistry with the aim to improve the quality 
of students’ knowledge, as well as sustainable knowledge and interest of students 
to learn chemistry. The presentation of the gas laws using information and 
communication technology in the classroom has increased the interest of pupils for 
learning chemistry. 28 out of 31 students chose chemistry as an optional subject in 
the 1st year where I had had the presentation. Gas laws were presented at the end 
of the school year and were related to the content in the learning unit as well as to 
the extract from a movie about diving in that learning unit. This was convenient since 
a lot of students were preparing for their holidays at the seaside at that time. 
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